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Tuberculosis  and  V.D.  Dispensaries  ....  . Dunnikier  Road 

Child  Welfare  ; Ante-natal  ; Dental  ; School  and  Minor 

Ailments  ; Eye  ; Ultra  Violet  Ray,  etc ..  Loughborough  Roa 

Child  Welfare  ; School  and  Minor  Ailments  ; Dental  ; Ear, 

Nose  and  Throat  ; Immunisation,  etc . Glebe  Park 

Child  Welfare ; Ante-Natal ; Dental ; School  and  Minor 

Ailments  (opened  14/1/57)  . . . ..  Fair  Isle  Road 

Child  Welfare  . Alison  Street 

Child  Welfare  Hayfield 

Child  Welfare  . ....  . 5,  St.  Brycedale  R i 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  Year 

51,475 

51,093 

50,520 

50,119 

Births  

901 

856 

938 

840 

Birth-rate  per  1 ,000  population  . . 

17.5 

16.8 

18.6 

16.8 

Illegitimate  birth-rate  per  100  live  births 

3.0 

4.0 

4.4 

4.2 

Marriages  . . 

493 

478 

468 

489 

Marriage  rate 

9.6 

9.4 

9.3 

9.8 

Deaths 

551 

553 

624 

535 

Death-rate  per  1 ,000  population 

10.7 

10.8 

12.4 

10.7 

Infant  Deaths 

23 

27 

24 

24 

Infantile  Mortality  rate  . . 

26 

32 

26 

29 

Still-births  . . 

21 

27 

32 

20 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

23 

31 

33 

23 

Maternal  Deaths  . . 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Maternal  Death-rate 

— 

1.2 

2.13 

— 

All  Tuberculosis  Deaths 

7 

13 

9 

8 

All  Tuberculosis  Death-rate 

0.14 

0.25 

0.18 

0.16 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Deaths 

7 

11 

9 

8 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death-rate 

0.14 

0.22 

0.18 

0.16 

Area  of  Burgh 

4,890 

4,890 

4,890 

4,890 

Census  of  occupied  houses 

16,325 

16,325 

16,238 

15,480 

Rateable  value  of  Burgh  . . . . £485,735£485,735£474,112£451,563 
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The  Vital  Statistics  summarised  on  the  opposite  page  reflect  the 
satisfactory  state  of  the  Burgh’s  health  during  the  year  1956. 

As  compared  with  the  rest  of  Scotland  the  rates  are  better  than 
average  with  the  exception  of  the  Birth  Rate  which  is  17.5  per  1,000 
of  the  population  as  compared  with  the  General  Birth  Rate  of  18.5. 
Since  the  Marriage  Rate  is  high  and  the  Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  very 
low,  it  is  just  possible  that  young  married  couples,  and  even  those 
who  are  contemplating  marriage,  are  deterred  by  some  factors  which 
do  not  exist  to  the  same  extent  in  other  areas.  While  it  is  not  suggested 
that  the  only  factor  is  lack  of  housing  the  Burgh  might  look  into  the 
question  of  housing  priorities  which  appear  to  give  little  encouragement 
to  the  aforementioned  categories. 

While  the  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  is  comparatively  low,  the 
incidence  of  this  disease  is  still  high,  as  indeed  it  is  in  the  whole  of 
Scotland.  Many  years  ago  the  Burgh  suggested  that  this  was  a cause 
for  concern  but  many  areas  did  not  then  show  the  same  high  incidence 
rate.  It  is  now  generally  lealised  that  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis 
in  Scotland  can  be  shown  to  be  high  wherever  the  diagnostic  facilities 
are  efficient  enough  to  detect  the  disease. 

It  may  come  as  a surprise  to  many  who  view  the  multitude  of  new 
houses  erected  in  the  Burgh  since  the  War  to  realise  that  the  population 
has  increased  so  little.  The  Registrar  General,  in  his  preliminary 
• report  for  the  year  1956,  stated  that  74%  of  the  annual  increase  of 
jpopulation  in  Scotland  (34,000)  was  lost  by  emigration  (25,000),  and 
certainly  the  number  of  prospective  emigrants  who  called  at  the  Health 
'Department  in  connection  with  vaccination  certificates  has  been 
jconsiderable  and  may  well  explain  the  position.  As  a matter  of 
interest  many  of  these  callers  have  been  interviewed  , personally  and 
were  found  to  be  in  the  main  skilled  tradesmen  with  young  families 
who  did  not  regard  their  future  in  this  country  with  equanimity.  None 
)f  them  had  experienced  housing  difficulties. 

1)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

I The  new  clinic  at  Fair  Isle  Road  was  completed  towards  the  end 
j)f  the  year.  While  primarily  intended  for  mothers  and  young  children, 
i'acilities  are  also  provided  for  ante  natal  supervision  and  treatment 
>f  minor  ailments.  The  clinic  is  so  designed  that  it  could  be  made 
available  for  evening  sessions  to  practitioners  who  wish  to  run  ante 
hatal  clinics  in  this  rapidly  extending  area  of  the  town.  A very  well 
•quipped  dental  surgery  is  also  provided.  The  clinic  itself  is  one 
>f  the  latest  in  Scotland  featuring  electric  floor  space  heating  of  which 
he  Burgh  has  had  some  experience  in  its  multi-storied  flats.  Figures 
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relating  to  the  dental  care  of  mothers  and  young  children  are  shown 
on  page  13,  and  a table  indicating  the  satisfactory  uptake  of  welfare 
foods  is  also  shown  on  page  13. 

The  informal  arrangements  referred  to  in  previous  reports  in 
connection  with  preventing  the  break-up  of  families  has  functioned 
fairly  well  during  the  year  and  it  would  appear  that  this  particular 
problem  is  not  so  frequently  encountered  as  in  the  past. 

(2)  Midwifery 

Domiciliary  midwifery  has  decreased  during  the  past  few  years 
but  there  is  every  indication  that  the  overcrowding  of  the  hospital 
midwifery  service  may  tend  to  throw  more  cases  on  to  the  domiciliary 
midwives.  As  referred  to  in  previous  reports,  the  domiciliary  mid- 
wives still  work  in  comparative  isolation  and  there  is  need  for  better 
co-ordination  of  the  three  main  authorities  providing  the  services: 
(a)  the  Local  Authoiity;  {b)  the  Executive  Council,  and  (c)  the  Hospital 
Board.  Statistics  relating  to  the  work  of  the  domiciliary  midwives 
are  shown  on  pages  14  and  15. 

(3)  Health  Visiting 

The  Health  Visitor  is  very  much  a multi-purpose  officer  in  the 
Local  Health  Services.  Not  only  is  she  concerned  with  all  aspects 
of  maternity  and  child  welfare  but  acts  as  school  nurse,  liaison  sister 
at  hospital  clinics,  and  is  the  officer  of  choice  in  linking  special  needs 
arising  in  the  household  with  the  appropriate  officers  concerned. 
Statistics  relating  to  her  work  shown  on  page  15  do  not,  therefore, 
reflect  all  her  activities. 

(4)  Home  Nursing 

Too  much  of  the  time  of  the  home  nurse  is  taken  up  by  the  need' 
of  the  elderly  and  this  has  ruled  out  for  the  time  being  extension  of  he 
services  to  sick  children  nursing,  etc.  As  referred  to  in  previou 
reports,  she  is  required  to  give  priority  in  her  day’s  work  to  the  givini 
of  many  injections  which  could  be  done  by  general  practitioners 
hospital  out-patient  departments,  and  even  by  the  patients  themselves 
An  analysis  of  her  work  is  shown  on  page  16. 

(5)  Domestic  Help 

The  work  of  the  domestic  help  is  shown  on  page  16.  It  is  regrette 
that  the  remuneration  of  those  who  have  some  nursing  knowledge  i 
likely  to  be  relegated  to  the  basic  wage  for  home  helps  with  domesti 
experience  only. 

(6)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

The  tables  shown  on  pages  16  to  18  indicate  a slight  falling-o' 
in  the  number  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  and  a sligl 
increase  in  those  protected  against  smallpox.  There  is  a markt 
increase  in  the  number  of  children  protected  by  B.C.G.  vaccine  again 
tuberculosis.  The  screening  and  protection  of  the  school  populatic 
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igainst  the  last-mentioned  disease  is  now  fully  established  at  the 
;ritical  age  of  thirteen  years.  It  may  be  that  children  will  be  protected 
nitially  as  infants  and  their  immunity  boosted  subsequently  by  re- 
peated vaccination,  but  at  the  presenc  time  the  most  profitable  age 
vould  appear  to  be  somewhere  between  twelve  and  thirteen  years. 

The  Town  Council  agreed  at  rather  short  notice  to  take  part  in  the 
3overnment’s  field  trials  of  the  new  British  vaccine  against  polio- 
nyelitis.  The  vaccine  was  known  to  be  in  very  short  supply;  could 
)e  given  to  only  a selected  few  over  the  short  period  of  five  weeks,  was 
pelieved  to  be  safe;  but  its  efficacy  had  not  been  determined.  Since 

10  paralytic  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  Burgh  during  the 
'ear  no  local  obseivations  can  be  made  and,  in  any  even^,  assessment 
if  the  value  of  this  vaccine  depends  on  the  results  obtained  for  the 
vhole  country  over  a longer  period  of  time  and  with  much  greater 
lumbers. 

!7)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care 

Reference  has  been  made  in  pievious  reports  to  the  pievention 

11  tuberculosis  by  B.C.G.  vaccination  and  to  the  position  of  the  Burgh 
n regard  to  radiography  and  diagnosis  of  cases. 

i The  demand  for  chiropody  services  has  been  adequately  met 
'ly  the  free  choice  system  introduced  some  years  ago.  There  is  some 
‘vidence,  however,  that  the  Hospital  Board’s  contribution  to  the 
jervice  might  be  increased  by  further  sessions  at  Kirkcaldy  General 
jlospital. 

The  importance  of  preventing  home  accidents  has  always  been 
tressed  by  the  department’s  officers,  but  a booklet  was  prepared  in 
onjunction  with  Sky  Press  Ltd.  on  safety  in  the  home  and  also  in 
idustry.  This  booklet  was  generously  sponsored  by  trade  and 
idustry  in  the  Burgh  and  has  enjoyed  a wide  distribution.  There  is 
0 home  safety  committee  in  the  area  and  there  would  be  an  obvious 
dvantage  in  linking  up  home  safety  with  the  Road  Safety  Committee. 
Jnfortunately,  the  administrative  and  financial  requirements  regarding 
ie  latter  appear  to  preclude  incorporation  at  the  present  time. 

i)  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases 

; No  large  scale  epidemic  problems  presented  themselves  duiing 
Ire  year.  Certain  Salmonella  infections  are  endemic  in  the  Burgh, 
jiving  rise  to  numerous  cases  of  diarrhoea  of  a mild  nature.  Every 
|ffort  is  made,  however,  to  localise  and  prevent  the  extension  of  new 
iifections,  and  in  this  connection  reference  might  be  made  to  an  out- 
|reak  of  Typhoid  Fever  (Paratyphoid  B)  which  occurred  during  the 
■ear.  Within  three  days  of  the  occurrence  of  the  first  case  the  possible 
)urces  of  infection  had  been  narrowed  down  to  a bakery  in  the 
;urgh,  and  within  a week  the  infecting  material  appeared  to  be  im- 
orted  frozen  egg  albumin,  a well-known  source  of  such  infections, 
he  exact  mode  of  transmission  could  not  be  determined  but  it  would 
■ppear  probable  that  custard  cakes  which  were  not  subjected  to  a high 
l;mperature  in  cooking  were  contaminated — possibly  in  a mixing 
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bowl.  Eight  primary  cases  occurred,  but  only  one  secondary  case,' 
which  is  very  surprising  in  view  of  the  numbers  which  must  have  been 
infected.  Indeed  the  number  ot  healthy  contacts  found  to  be  secreting 
the  organism  was  relatively  high.  The  outbieak  illustrated  that 
valuable  as  all  the  recommendations  are  concerning  the  handling  and 
production  of  clean  food  in  this  countiy  they  may  be  nullified  by  the 
impoitation  of  products  such  as  frozen  eggs  or  frozen  egg  albumin. 

(9)  Mental  Health  Services 

Consideration  was  again  given  to  the  question  of  whether  a scheme 
was  feasible  for  the  care  and  after-care  of  the  mentally  handicapped. 
Some  of  the  loose  ends  were  tied  up,  but  two  main  considerations 
emerged  which  militated  against  any  scheme  becoming  effective. 
In  the  first  instance  the  lack  of  institutional  beds  hampered  local 
activities  and,  secondly,  the  provision  of  special  training  centres, 
workshops,  etc.,  could  not  be  justified  by  a Buigh  the  size  of  Kirkcaldy. 
Somewhat  reluctantly  it  was  concluded  that  the  problem  would  have 
to  be  tackled  on  a much  wider  basis  if  any  results  could  be  expected 
to  justify  publicity. 

(10)  Work  under  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders’  Regulation  Act 
No  applications  for  registiation  were  received  during  the  year. 

School  Health  Service 

A summary  of  the  statistics  relating  to  the  work  performed  by  the 
Burgh’s  Medical  Officers  in  school  medical  inspection  and  school 
clinic  services  is  shown  on  pages  21  to  23,  a full  report  having  been 
sent  to  the  Fife  County  Council. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

The  work  of  the  department  under  the  National  Assistance  Aci ' 
is  shown  on  page  24.  As  referred  to  in  previous  reports  the  mosi 
serious  defect  in  the  service  is  the  lack  of  hospital  accommodation 
for  the  elderly  and  chronic  sick.  The  Burgh  has  made  representation? 
for  years  to  this  effect  but  to  date  little  improvement  has  resulted 
A few  beds  are  being  provided  at  Victoria  Hospital  but  even  with  this 
addition  it  could  be  shown  that  the  allocation  of  beds  for  the  chronic 
sick  in  Fife  is  probably  lower  than  anywhere  else  in  Scotland.  The 
appointment  of  a geriatric  specialist  for  Fife  is  specially  welcomed. 

Almoner  Service 

Miss  K.  E.  Venters’  annual  report  is  shown  in  full  this  year  or 
pages  25  and  26. 


r 


f 
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V.  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  FUNCTIONS 


. Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  (Section  22) 


>1 

I 


(a)  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics*  (whether  provided 
at  Child  Welfare  Centres  or  at  other  premises). 


(b) 


(i)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  local  health  authority 

(ii)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  voluntary  bodies 

(iii)  Total  number  ol  women  who 
attended  the  clinics  during  the  year 

Child  Welfare  Clinics* 

(i)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  local  health  authority 

(ii)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  voluntary  bodies 

(iii)  Total  number  of  children  under 
five  years  of  age  who  first  attended 
at  the  clinics  during  the  year  and 
who,  on  the  date  of  their  first 
attendance,  were; 

(a)  Under  one  year  of  age 

(b)  Over  one  year  of  age 

(iv)  Total  number  of  attendances 
during  the  year  made  at  the  Clinics 
by  children  who,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  were: 

(a)  Under  one  year  of  age 

(h)  Over  one  year  of  age 


Ante-natal  Post-natal 
1 1 

1,079  139 


5 


987 

333 


8,856 

3,225 


* Clinics  mean  clinic  premises. 


(r)  Dental  Care  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers, 
Pre-school  and  School  Children. 


Expectant 

Nursing 

Pre-school 

Mothers 

Mothers 

Children 

(i)  Number  inspected  by  Dental 

Officer 

14 

1 

112 

(ii)  Number  found  to  require 

treatment 

14 

1 

111 

(iii)  Number  accepting  treatment 

10 

1 

111 

(iv)  Number  actually  treated  by 

Dental  Officer 

9 

1 

111 

{d)  Welfare  Foods — Statement 

of  issues 

since  taking  over  in 

July,  1954: 


National  Dried  Milk 

72,390 

Orange  Juice 

97,692 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

17,273 

A.  & D.  Tablets 

6,019 

13 

tins 

Cash  recovered 

£3,144 

botts. 

Cash  recovered 

£2,010 

botts. 

No  charge 

pkts. 

No  charge 

2.  Midwifery  (Section  23) 

(a)  Total  number  of  births  (including  still-births 

occurring  in  the  area  during  the  year — that  is, 
before  correction  for  mother’s  lesidence  . . . . 1,606 

(b)  Number  of  births  in  (u)  classified  to  show  type 
of  case  and  whether  doctor  present  at  confinement : 

(i)  Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  23(2)  of  the 

National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947: 

(a)  Doctor  engaged  and  present  at  confinement  75 

(b)  Doctor  engaged  but  not  present  at  con- 
finement . . . . . . . . . . 178 

(c)  Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  . . — 

(d)  No  prior  arrangements  for  domiciliary 
confinement  (booked  for  maternity  hos- 
pital), but  midwifery  services  provided  free 
of  charge  by  local  health  authority  until 


patient  transferred  to  hospital  . . . . 5 

(e)  Domiciliary  cases  transferred  to  maternity 

hospital  for  confinement  ..  ..  ..  31 

(ii)  Other  domiciliary  cases: 

(a)  Doctor  and  midwife  engaged  . . . . 2 

(b)  Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  . . 5 

(c)  All  other  cases  . . . . . . . . 5* 

(iii)  Cases  attended  at  Institution  (including  private 
maternity  and  nursing  homes)  in  the  area  of 

the  local  health  authority  ..  ..  ..  1,305 

* 4 Burgh  cases  unbooked. 

1 County  birth  in  own  home  then  transferred 
to  the  maternity  hospital. 


(iv)  Administration  of  Analgesia:  Gas  & Air 

(a)  Number  of  domiciliary  midwives 

qualified  to  administer  analgesia 
in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  for  Scotland  . . . . 3 

(b)  Number  of  sets  of  apparatus  for 
the  administration  of  analgesia  at 

31st  December,  1956  ..  ..  2 

(c)  Number  of  cases  in  which  anal- 
gesia was  administered  by  mid- 
wives in  domiciliary  practice: 

(i)  when  doctor  was  not  present 

at  confinement  . . . . 32 

(ii)  when  doctor  was  present  at 

confinement  . . . . . . 9 


Trilen 

3 

1 


36 

30 


14 


(cl)  Number  of  cases  in  which  pethi- 
dine was  administered  by  mid- 
wives in  domiciliary  practice 
during  the  year: 

(i)  When  doctor  was  not  present 


at  delivery  (but  under  bis 
instructions)  . . . . . . 93 

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at 

delivery  . . . . . . 33 

(iii)  Number  of  cars  in  use  by  mid- 
wives at  31st  December,  1956 

(plus  taxis  hired  during  night)  1 

(iv)  Number  of  maternity  packs 
issued  to  domiciliary  cases 

during  the  year  . . . . 250 

Cost  to  local  health  authority  £143 

(v)  Number  of  visits  by  domicili- 
ary midwives  to  cases  during 

the  year  . . . . . . 5,420 


Of  the  1,587  confinements  which  took  place  in  the  Burgh  during 


he  year  the  distribution  was  as  follows; 

(a)  Conducted  in  patient’s  own  home: 

' (i)  Under  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act, 

1947  257 

(ii)  Not  under  National  Health  Service  (Scotland) 

Act,  1947  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

1 (b)  Conducted  in  Forth  Park  Maternity  Hospital: 

(i)  Burgh  patients  . . . . . . . . . . 569 

(ii)  County  patients  . . . . . . . . . . 722 

I (iii)  Domiciliary  cases  transferred  to  Forth  Park 

‘ Maternity  Hospital  . . . . . . . . 29 

(iv)  Delivered  at  home  then  transferred  to  Hospital : 

Burgh  cases  . . . . . . 3 

I County  case  . . . . . . 1 


Thirty-one  midwives  (including  the  staff  of  Forth  Park  Maternity 
ilospital)  notified  their  intention  to  practise  in  the  Burgh  during  the  year. 


Health  Visiting  (Section  24) 

Number 

Total 

(a)  Local  Health  Authority  Services: 

Visited 

Visits 

(i)  Expectant  Mothers 

331 

1,065 

(ii)  Infants 

1,861 

11,411 

(iii)  Children  (1-5  years) 

2,993 

15,974 

(iv)  Cases  of  Tuberculosis 

293 

1,490 

Other  cases: 

Old  Persons 

16 

21 

Infectious  Diseases 

379 

410 

Domestic  Help  Scheme  . . 

273 

2,548 

Housing  (Medical  Conditions)  . . 

31 

34 

Chiropody  . . 

24 

24 

Miscellaneous 

94 

140 

Wasted  Visits 

— 

1,574 

Of  the  131  infants  visited  at  the  age  of  six  months,  31  were  breast 


Id,  62  were  artificially  fed,  and  38  were  fed  by  both  methods. 

15 


J 


4.  Home  Nursing  (Section  25) 


2. 


Under  65 

Over  65 

Years  of 

Years  of 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  home 
nurses  under  arrangements  made  by  the 

Age 

Age 

local  health  authority  . . 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  home  nurses 

618 

475 

to  above  cases  . . 

14,449 

17,095 

5.  Domestic  Help  (Section  28) 


(i)  Number  of  domestic  helps  employed  at  end  of  year: 


(ii) 


(a)  Whole-time 

(b)  Part-time 

(c)  Retaining  fee  basis 

Number  of  cases  for  which  domestic  help  was 
provided  during  the  year 

Number  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of : 

(a)  Confinement  at  home 

(b)  Confinement  in  hospital  . . 

Chronic  sick,  including  aged  and  infirm  . . 
Tuberculosis 
Other  illnesses 


2 

109 


318 


(f) 

id) 

(e) 


(iii)  Average  period  of  assistance 


4 

1 

213 

4 

96 

249  hrs. 


6. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation  (Section  26) 

The  following  statistics  show  the  work  done  during  the  year; 


(i)  Vaccinia: 

Number  of  vaccinations  by  general  practitioners  219 
Number  of  vaccinations  by  Child  Welfare  Officer  247 


I 


(ii)  Diphtheria  : (Includes  Combined  Whooping  Cough) 

Doses 

First  Maintenam 

Number  of  inoculations  by  general 
practitioners  . . . . . . 201 

Number  of  inoculations  by  Child 
Welfare  Officer  . . . . . . 571 


19 


572 


(iii)  Whooping  Cough: 

Number  of  first  visits  only 
Number  of  return  visits 


(iv) 


Tuberculosis: 

Number  of  nurses  vaccinated  with  B.C.G. 

Number  of  contacts  vaccinated  with  B.C.G. 
Number  of  school  leavers  vaccinated  with  B.C.G. 
Number  of  new  born  babies  vaccinated  with  B.C.G. 
Others  vaccinated  with  B.C.G. 


16 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

Number  of  Persons  primarily  vaccinated  during  period: 


1 Year  of 
1 Birth  of 
1 Persons 

Typical  Vaccinia 
greatest  at 
7th  to  10th  day 

Accelerated 
(vaccinoid) 
reaction 
5th  to  7 th  day 

Reaction 
greatest  at 
2nd  to  3rd  day 

No  local 
reaction 

1956 

226 

3 



27 

1955 

124 

2 

— 

16 

1 1954 

15 

— 

— 

4 

1953 

3 

— 

— 

1952 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1951 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1950 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1949 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 1948 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1947 

— 

— 

— 

— 

, 1946 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1945 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1944 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1943 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1942 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1941  or 
earlier 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

387 

6 

— 

47 

1 


Number  of  Persons  re-vaccinated  during  period: 


Year  of 
Birth  of 
Persons 

Typical  Vaccinia 
greatest  at 
7th  to  10th  day 

Accelerated 
(vaccinoid) 
reaction 
5th  to  7th  day 

Reaction 
greatest  at 
2nd  to  3rd  day 

No  local 
reaction 

1956 









1955 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1954 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1953 



1 

1 

— 

1952 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1951 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1950 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1949 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1948 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1947 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1946 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1945 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1944 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1943 



— 



1942 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1941  or 
earlier 

1 

11 

11 

— 

Totals 

1 

13 

14 

1 

17 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Year  of 
Birth 
of 

Persons 

No.  of  New  1 
Immunisations! 

completed 
during  period 

No.  of  maintenance 
inoculations 
given  during 
period 

Confirmed  cases  of 
Diphtheria  during  period 

Immunised 

Non-immunised 

1956 

133 

2 





1955 

345 

2 

— 



1954 

46 

2 

— 

— 

1953 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1952 

7 

4 

— 

— 

1951 

115 

348 



— 

1950 

125 

180 

— 

— 

1949 

11 

19 

— 

— 

1948 

8 

4 

— 

— 

1947 

3 

4 

— 



1946 

1 

2 



— 

1945 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1944 

1 

— 

— 



1943 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1942 

— 

— 

— 

' 

1941 

or  earlier 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

813 

568 

Nil 

Nil 

7.  B.C.G.  Vaccination 


Group 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Negative 

Re-actors 

Vaccinated 
during  1956 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

— 

¥. 

Nurses 



35 



7 



4 

Contacts  

36 

47 

29 

42 

24 

36 

School  leavers 

573 

618 

419 

484 

383 

364 

* Others 

— 

25 

— 

4 

— 

1 

* Domestic  staffs  in  hospital. 


Number  of  Contacts  Tuberculin  Tested  under 


the  B.C.G.  Vaccination  Scheme : 


Age  Group 

Result 

Positive  Negative 

Totals 

Under  1 year 
1 and  under  5 years 

5 and  under  10  years  

10  and  under  15  years  

15  and  under  20  years  

20  years  and  over 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

4 3 

— 1 

3 1 

7 15 

13  16 

8 10 

1 1 

7 15 

17  19 

8 11 

4 2 

Total  Tests  Performed 

7 5 

29  42 

36  47 

18 


iPrevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care 

I Tuberculosis.  During  the  year  goods  comprising  beds  and 
fcedding  to  the  value  of  £44  12s.  6d.  were  supplied  to  eleven  apphcants 
iuffering  from  tuberculosis.  No  financial  recovery  was  made. 


Chiropody  Service. 

Total  number  of  apphcations  received  to  31/12/55 
Number  of  new  applications  during  1956 
Number  of  treatments  carried  out  during  1956  . . 
Amount  of  fees  recovered  . . . . 


272 

145 

1,305 

£83  3s.  6d. 


. Control  of  Infectious  Diseases 


Nature  of  Disease 

No.  of 
Cases 
Notified 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

Not 

Removed 
to  Hospital 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

2 

2 

Chickenpox  

365 

2 

363 

Dysentery  

180 

10 

170 

Erysipelas  

18 

2 

16 

Acute  Infective  Jaundice 

50 

4 

46 

Measles  

324 

2 

322 

Pneumonia,  acute  influenzal 

15 

13 

2 

Pneumonia,  acute  primary 

86 

51 

35 

Poliomyelitis,  acute  

2 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

42 

4 

38 

Whooping  Cough 

240 

10 

230 

Gastro  Enteritis 

49 

7 

42 

Food  Poisoning  

11 

1 

10 

Croup  

1 

1 

— 

Enteritis  

51 

2 

49 

( Pyrexia,  unknown  origin 

1 

— 

1 

» Rubella  

10 

— 

10 

t Bronchitis  

4 

4 

— 

' Tonsillitis 

2 

2 

— 

Influenza  

2 

2 

— 

( Encephalitis  Lethargica 

2 

2 

— 

Paratyphoid  B 

9 

9 

1 

Totals  

1,468 

134 

1,334 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Forty-eight  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
1956  as  compared  with  sixty-eight  cases  for  the  previous  year. 

In  addition,  eighteen  casein  were  transferred  in  from  other  areas] 

in  the  following  age  groups;  o,  i 

8 males— aged  23,  25,  26,  27,  29,  30,  31  and  81  years;  ! 
10  females— aged  18,  20,  21,  23,  25,  28,  29,  33,  33  and  50  years. 
The  following  cases  were  transferred  out  to  other  areas  durinj] 
the  year: 

3 males— aged  25,  30  and  33  years; 

4 females— aged  21,  21,  25  and  50  years. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Three  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  durin 
1956  as  compared  with  six  cases  during  1955.  In  addition,  two  case] 
were  transferred  in  from  other  areas  in  the  following  age  groups. 

2 females— aged  25  and  37  years. 

The  site  of  the  disease  in  the  notified  cases  was  found  to  be; 

Glands  

Bone  and  Joint  . . . . • • • • 2 (2m.) 


Age  Period 


No.  of 
cases 
notified 


No.  of  I No.  of  notified 
notified  cases!  cases  receiving 


Under  5 years 
5 to  15  years 
1 5 to  25  years 
25  to  35  years 
35  to  45  years 
45  to  55  years 
55  to  65  years 
65  upwards 


M.  F. 


Totals 


Under  5 years 
5 to  15  years 
1 5 to  25  years 
25  to  35  years 
35  to  45  years 
45  to  65  years 
65  upwards 


actually 

confirmed 


M.  F. 


25  23 


Totals 


Sanatorium 

treatment 


M. 


F. 


25 


23 


No.  of 
Deaths  of 
notified 
cases 


M.  F. 


Toti 

Deal 


M. 


23 


21 


1 — 


3 - I 3 — 


2 — 


1 — 


The  number  of  persons  resident  in  the  area  at  31st  Deceml; 
1956,  who  were  known  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  was: 

Pulmonary  

Non-Pulmonary  


Total 


484 


20 


).  Mental  Health  Service 

Mental  Defectives:  m. 

Number  of  children  (under  16  years)  in  Institutions  1 
Number  of  adults  (under  private  guardianship)  . . 2 

Numbei  of  adults  in  Institutions  . . . . . . 21 

Lunacy : 

The  following  statistics  show  the  position  at 

Stratheden  Hospital  with  regard  to  Burgh  patients: 
Number  in  the  Institution  at  31/12/55  ..  ..  66 

Number  certified  insane  and  removed  to  Stratheden 
Hospital  during  1956  . . . . . . . . 10 

Number  discharged  during  1956  . . . . . . 6 

Number  who  died  during  1956  . . . . . . 6 

Number  in  the  Institution  at  31/12/56  ..  ..  64 


F. 

7 

3 

12 


79 

20 

4 

16 

79 


,0.  Work  under  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act 
I No  applications  for  registration  were  received  during  the  year. 

1.  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

j As  formerly,  school  medical  inspection  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
ilurgh’s  staff,  and  a full  report  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Education 
Authority.  A brief  summary  relating  to  the  school  year  1955/56  is 
iiven  herewith: 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Number  of  parents  present  at  medical 
inspection: 

{a)  with  entrant  infants  . . 

409 

344 

753 

{b)  with  others  (second  age  group)  . . 

240 

273 

513 

(c)  at  clinics 

— 

— 

22 

Number  of  examinations: 

Entrants 

477 

395 

872 

Second  age  group 

444 

418 

862 

Third  age  group  . . 

352 

355 

707 

Vision  testing  (6-7  years) 

505 

483 

988 

Fourth  age  group 

43 

51 

94 

Re-examinations  . . 

92 

101 

193 

Non-routines 

239 

253 

492 

Number  of  children  examined  

1,316 

1,219 

2,535 

Clean  • . . 

1,312 

1,201 

2,513 

Nits  or  head  vermin 

4 

18 

22 

Visions — routine  . . 

505 

483 

988 

non-routine 

36 

41 

77 

re-examinations 

17 

11 

28 

Referred  for  examination — routine 

110 

103 

213 

Total  number  of  clinic  sessions: 

(a)  General  cUnics 

— 

— 

52 

{b)  Special  clinics — Eye 

— 

— 

10 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic: 

Number  of  new  cases 

— 

— 

1,449 

Total  attendances 

— 

— 

3,534 

Number  of  parents  present 

— 

— 

22 

21 

Treatments  carried  out  by  Nurses; 


New  Total 
Cases  Attendance.) 


Uncleanliness  or  Neglect 

5 

44 

Impetigo  Contagiosa 

..  121 

461 

Other  skin  conditions 

28 

120 

Ottorrhoea 

22 

80 

Eye  Disease  (external) 

64 

159 

Other  cases 

237 

591 

Cuts  and  Bruises  . . 

653 

1,271 

Septic  conditions  . . 

255 

714 

Accidents  . . 

25 

27 

Advisory  cases 

20 

20 

Ear  cases  . . 

19 

47 

Applications  were  received  for  boots  and  clothing  as 

under: 

Boys  Girls 

Clothing  and  Boots  . . . . . . . . 8 9 

Clothing  only  . . . . . . . . . . 3 1 

Boots  only  — — 

Eight  children  of  school  age  were  accommodated  for  short  perioc 
at  the  Convalescent  Home  at  Humbie  (Seaforth  Sanatorium  Trust 


22 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

Number  of  children  who  were  inspected  by  Dental  Officers  during 
the  year: 


Systematic 

Special  and 

Age 

Examina- 

Emergency 

Total 

tions 

Cases 

-5  

75 



75 

5 

726 

86 

812 

6 

669 

107 

776 

7 

768 

140 

908 

8 

851 

119 

970 

9 

809 

99 

908 

10  

638 

55 

693 

11  

639 

49 

688 

12  

404 

34 

438 

13  

346 

42 

388 

14  

240 

45 

285 

15  

6 

16 

22 

16  

— 

6 

6 

6,171 

798 

6,969 

Found  to  require  treatment  

3,956 

798 

.Actually  treated  by  School  Dental 

Officer 

1,248 

798 

No.  of  attendances  for  treatment  

3,240 

1,900 

Fillings  : 

1 (a)  Permanent  Teeth 

1,627 

562 

1 (6)  Temporary  Teeth 

431 

127 

Extractions  : 

1 (a)  Permanent  Teeth 

261 

66 

(6)  Temporary  Teeth 

1,090 

515 

Other  operations  : 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth 

421 

502 

(5)  Temporary  Teeth 

1,275 

1,010 

Scaling  and  Gum  Treatment 

590 

237 

1 Partial  Dentures  

— 

4 

I Sessions  devoted  to  inspection 

56 

— 

Sessions  devoted  to  treatment 

465 

349 

Referred  for  X-ray  

— 

— 

34 

1 Orthodontic  treatment : 

No.  of  new  cases  

— 



30 

No.  of  attendances  (old  and  new 

I cases) 

— 



738 

j No.  of  cases  completed 

15 

1 


1:.  PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 

I Twenty-six  ships  from  foreign  ports  entered  Kirkcaldy  Harbour 
uring  1956  and  pratique  was  granted  in  all  cases. 

I 

t.  FOOD  SUPPLY 

I See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  page  32. 

i 
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E.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
Residential  Accommodation 


Part  III 
.Accommodation 

Part  II 

Accommodation 

M.  F.  Ch. 

M.  F.  Ch. 

Number  at  31/12/55 

K. 

27  12  — 

Admitted  during  1956  

K. 

15  12  — 

— 2 — 

Discharged  during  1956 

K. 

11  11  — 

— 2 — 

Deaths  during  1956 

K. 

4 — — 

— — — ' 

Number  at  31/12/56 

K. 

27  13  — 

) 

Registration  and  inspection  of  disabled  or  Old  Persons’ 


homes  (Section  37)  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Removals  (Section  47)  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Care  of  property  (Section  48)  . . . . . . . . 1 

Burials  (Section  50)  . . . . . . . . . . 8 


F.  WORK  DONE  UNDER  THE  NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRA 

TION  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1938 
No  nursing  homes  proper  operate  in  the  Burgh,  exemption  beinj 
granted  to  Kirkcaldy  General  Hospital  and  the  Hunter  Hospital,  nov 
the  property  of  the  South-Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Scotland 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Full  use  has  been  made  of  all  propaganda  measures.  The  depart 
ment’s  officers  have  a regular  programme  of  lectures,  etc.,  during  th 
winter. 

G.  GENERAL  SANITATION— See  page  41. 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 
Part  I of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includin 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Written 

Oco 

Inspections 

Notices 

Pro: 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4 and 

6 are  to  be  enforced  by  local  author- 

ities  

64 

9 

— 

• 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 

which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  local 

authorities 

306 

241 

— 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 is 

enforced  by  the  local  authority 

(excluding  out-workers’  premises)  

10 

25 

— 

- 

380 

275 

_ ! 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found; 


No.  of  cases  where  defects  were  found 

No.  of  Cases 
in  which 
Prosecutions 
were 

Instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

\ 

lit  of  Cleanliness  (S.I.) 

Ircrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

leasonable  Temperature 

1 

I 

— 

1 

— 

jtary  Conveniences  (S.7): 
Insufficient  . . 

3 

3 

2 

jj)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

5 

5 

— 

2 

— 

fl)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 



— 

— 

— 

l;r  offences  against  the  Act 
Jot  including  offences  relating 
Outwork) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

j Total . . 

9 

9 

— 

5 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
OUTWORK 

(Sections  110  and  111) 
Nil 


Almoner  Service 

j During  this  year  the  work  of  the  department  has  continued  to 
.expand  and  there  have  been  a further  173  cases  referred.  Seventy  of 
Ithose  were  referred  by  the  local  hospitals,  forty-eight  by  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department,  twenty-five  by  outside  agencies,  including 
Almoners  of  other  hospitals,  eight  by  routine  interview  in  hospital, 
seven  by  general  practitioners,  and  fifteen  applications  were  made 
directly  by  patients  themselves. 

The  reasons  for  patients  being  referred  to  the  Almoner  can  be 
divided  broadly  into  two.  Preventive  Social  Medicine  and  After-caie. 
In  working  in  a Health  and  Welfare  Department  with  close  liaison 
vith  the  hospitals  and  general  practitioners  it  is  possible  for  the 
\lmoner  to  contribute  to  the  preventive  and  curative  sides  of  medicine. 

In  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  in  every  section  of  the 
vork,  maternity  and  child  welfare,  care  of  physically  handicapped, 
md  aged,  there  aie  some  people  and  some  families  who  require  a 
•ocial  Casework  Service.  Sometimes  to  prevent  them  developing 
into  probl'^m  families  or  to  assist  them  to  overcome  the  peisonal, 

I ocial  and  economic  problems  created  by  illness,  which  they  are 
mable  to  face  without  support.  The  health  visitors  in  the  course  of 
heir  work  with  families  in  their  districts  are  able  to  recognise  these 
KJtential  medical  social  difficulties  which  may  require  the  Almoner’s 
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help.  Fifteen  mothers  and  children  were  referred  for  recuperative  ;i 
holidays  where  the  mothers  were  debilitated.  Eleven  children  were  ;j 
sent  for  convalescence  to  prevent  more  serious  breakdown  in  health.  ^ 

The  arrangement  between  the  Local  Authority  and  the  East  Fife 
Hospitals  Board  of  Management,  allowing  the  Almoner  to  visit  the  ' 
hospitals  to  see  local  patients  who  are  referied  to  her,  has  proved 
satisfactory.  It  is  possible  to  keep  in  touch  with  patients  after  discharge 
and  co-oidinate  Statutory  and  Voluntary  Social  Services  to  help 
patients  where  necessary.  Fifteen  patients  were  referred  for  con-; 
valescence  following  hospital  treatment  and  eighty-four  patients  were 
referred  for  help  with  arrangements  for  after  care. 

The  problem  relating  to  the  after  care  ol  the  elderly  is  of  in-  \ 
creasing  interest,  and  the  Almoner  can  help  individual  patients  with  ' 
their  arrangements,  sometimes  by  helping  the  patient  to  understand  j 
and  accept  the  reason  why  he  should  have  a particular  service,  for 
example,  home  help.  As  a social  worker  in  a medical  setting  the, 
Almoner  is  trained  not  only  to  look  for  the  patient’s  obvious  needs  j 
but  to  appreciate  and  understand  the  patient  in  relation  to  his  whole  i 
family  and  community  background  and  all  the  personal  relationships  • 
which  that  involves. 

There  are,  too,  the  patients  who  have  a residual  handicap  pre-  ; 
senting  difficulties  with  which  they  have  to  face  the  future.  Some  are 
medically  advised  to  change  their  occupation  and  require  help  from  the 
Almoner  in  facing  this  difficulty  and  later  being  put  in  touch  with  the 
appropriate  services  to  help  them.  Some  who  are  more  severely 
handicapped  may  require  support  in  accepting  the  limitations  ol 
their  activity. 

In  September  the  Lecturer  in  Medical  Social  Work  and  eight 
student  almoners  from  Edinburgh  University  paid  a visit  of  observatior 
to  see  the  work  of  the  department.  They  were  impressed  by  the  scop( 
of  the  Almoner’s  work  and  the  excellent  co-operation  of  the  staff 


'll 
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Sanitary  Department, 

Town  House, 

KIRKCALDY. 
August,  1957. 


1^0  the  PROVOST,  MAGISTRATES  AND  TOWN  COUNCILLORS 
I OF  THE  ROYAL  BURGH  OF  KIRKCALDY. 


j.ADiES  AND  Gentlemen, 

f 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  general 
(anitary  condition  of  the  Burgh  and  of  the  work  performed  by  the 
lanitary  and  Cleansing  Departments  duiing  the  year,  1956. 

1 This  report  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
1».H.S.  Circular  No.  70/1956. 

j I am. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


JOHN  PAGE, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


1.  General  Progress 

Housing  continued  to  take  a prominent  place  in  the  work  of  the 
department.  During  the  year,  89  houses  were  dealt  with  in  terms  of 
Section  9 of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950.  Demolition  orders 
were  made  in  respect  of  52  houses  and  37  houses  were  the  subject  of 
closing  orders.  A further  61  houses  were  voluntarily  closed  by  the 
owners.  The  houses  reported  upon  were  at  individual  properties 
in  Bridgeton,  Pathhead,  Gallatown  and  Dysart.  A total  of  171  houses 
were  demolished  mainly  in  connection  with  the  Links  Street  Re- 
Development  area  where  a start  was  made  with  the  building  of  new 
houses  on  the  cleared  sites.  De-canting  arrangements  made  it  possible 
to  re-house  several  small  families  in  this  area  who  were  unable  to  find 
alternative  accommodation  and  the  completion  of  a number  of  small 
houses  enabled  progress  to  be  made  with  the  removal  of  tenants  whose 
houses  were  scheduled  for  demolition.  Another  50  houses  for  single- 
unit  families  will  be  included  in  the  first  available  housing  develop- 
ment. The  allocation  of  about  50%  of  all  new  houses  to  families 
living  in  condemned  houses  was  continued  by  the  Council.  This 
policy  made  possible  the  planned  clearance  of  unfit  houses  from  the 
older  parts  of  the  town. 

The  total  number  of  new  houses  completed  in  1956  was  437;  of 
this  number  384  were  built  by  the  Corporation,  10  were  for  police 
and  fire  service  purposes  and  43  were  erected  by  private  parties,  in- 
cluding a number  built  for  sale.  The  Corporation’s  output  of  new 
houses  was  82  more  than  the  previous  year,  though  less  than  an- 
ticipated; nevertheless,  houses  under  construction,  contracts  set  and 
those  to  be  built  were  at  a high  level  in  pursuance  of  the  Council’s 
phased  programme  over  the  next  few  years.  Of  the  houses  completed. 
35  were  occupied  by  families  from  overcrowded  houses,  92  by  homeless 
families,  195  from  other  houses,  including  health  cases  and  exchanges 
and  62  from  condemned  houses.  Altogether  3,734  houses  from  al 
sources  have  been  erected  in  the  town  since  the  war. 

The  waiting  list  for  houses,  which  is  revised  every  two  years  by  th( 
Burgh  Factor,  and  is  checked  against  information  in  this  departmen 
stood  at  2,603  applications  in  December,  an  increase  of  170  over  thi 
previous  year.  When  analysed,  the  waiting  list  revealed  the  followinj 
details: — 612  homeless  families  living  in  sub-let  rooms;  94  overcrowdec 
cases;  198  families  residing  in  houses  classified  as  unfit;  78  about  t( 
be  married;  1,390  families  living  in  passable  houses  wishing  alternativ 
accommodation,  and  31  Corporation  tenants  wishing  a transfer  o 
house.  The  main  increase  in  applications  was  in  respect  of  homeles 
families  living  in  sub-let  rooms,  a figure  which  will  be  reduced  ver 
little  until  more  houses  are  built  yearly  to  compensate  for  the  loss  o 
houses  demolished  or  closed,  and  to  keep  pace  for  some  years  with  th,- 
480  marriages  now  occurring  annually  in  the  town. 

In  terms  of  Part  II  of  the  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  Act,  195-^ 
34  applications  were  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair;  of  thes 
30  were  granted  and  4 refused.  Twenty-six  applications  were  mad 
by  owners  for  revocation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  following  con 
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pletion  of  repairs  and,  as  the  works  had  been  carried  out  satisfactorily, 
25  were  granted  leaving  one  care  outstanding.  Since  the  Act  came 
into  force,  a total  of  81  applications  from  tenants  have  been  dealt 
with  as  follows — granted  56,  refused  17;  8 applications  were  with- 
drawn by  the  owneis  when  they  were  informed  of  the  requirements 
of  the  Act  and  the  maintenance  work  that  was  needed  to  each  house 
before  an  increase  of  rent  could  be  enforced. 

Sixteen  applications  were  made  to  the  Local  Authority  for  im- 
orovement  grants  under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950,  and  nine 
vere  granted.  Applications  continued  to  be  mainly  in  respect  of 
)wner-occupied  houses  where  the  provision  of  bathrooms,  larders, 
dtchenettes  and  the  installation  of  hot-water  were  the  most  frequent 
nodei  nisations  introduced. 


Sanitary  reports  were  prepared  concerning  twenty-two  houses 
ikely  to  be  acquired  by  purchasers  in  terms  of  the  Council’s  scheme 
inder  the  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts.  Twenty-eight  plans 
overing  general  improvements  and  alterations  to  houses  were  examined 
,nd  reported  upon  in  conjunction  with  the  Burgh  Engineer  to  ensure 
■ ompliance  with  byelaws  and  other  public  health  standards.  This 
jhowed  a considerable  drop  from  the  previous  year  when  sixty-two 
Ilians  were  submitted. 


1 Visits  to  houses  by  Sanitary  Staff  totalled  1,765,  mainly  in  respect 
jif  assessment  of  standards  of  habitability  and  to  maintain  the  housing 
ecord  cards  in  an  up-to-date  condition.  Reports  were  also  prepared 
I n several  properties  offered  for  sale  or  to  be  taken  over  by  the  Cor- 
joration.  In  one  case,  a group  of  thirty-three  tenement  houses  was 
Purchased  by  the  Council  to  assist  with  re-housing  of  tenants  from 
jnfit  houses  in  the  locality.  At  a later  date,  this  property  will  be 
ceded  when  redevelopment  of  the  area  is  carried  out.  Properties 
Iwaiting  demolition  or  closure,  where  only  one  or  two  tenants  remained, 
lised  problems  of  maintenance  and  safety.  Burst  pipes  affected  nine 
;nants  so  placed  necessitating  emergency  repairs  to  ensure  a supply 
f water  for  sinks  and  lavatories.  Since  no  rents  were  being  charged 
le  costs  incurred  devolved  upon  the  occupiers.  Old  farm  cottages 
n the  outskirts  of  the  Burgh  which  had  not  been  rendered  fit  by  the 
wner  within  three  years  from  1st  January,  1949,  in  terms  ot  Section  9 (4) 
' the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950,  the  Local  Authority  deemed 
lat  the  undertaking  had  been  broken  and  in  the  absence  of  repre- 
ntations  to  the  contrary,  demolition  orders  were  passed  in  respect 
' the  dwellinghouse  and  bothy. 


I 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


2.  Milk  Supply  , . , „ j * 

The  seven  dairy  farms  within  the  burgh  were  all  licenced  to 

produce  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  for  the  first  time  in  1956  which 
indicates  the  progress  made  with  clean  milk  production  locally.  All 
the  byres  have  been  brought  up  to  bye-law  standards  within  recent  ^ 
vears  and  miik-houses  and  dairy  sculleries  have  likewise  been  t 
modernised.  Proposals  were  made  to  extend  the  dairy  byre  at  Bogleys  \ 
to  include  the  old  milk-house,  now  disused,  and  to  re-roof  the  whole  ' 
of  the  dairy  byre.  Asbestos  on  steel  purlins  will  replace  the  pan-tiled 
roof  on  wooden  rafters  which,  apart  from  present  disrepair,  allows 
dust  to  blow  through  the  premises  in  windy  weather.  These  desirable 
improvements  are  scheduled  to  be  done  next  summer. 

Supervision  of  dairy  premises  is  now  mainly  concentrated  or 
cleanliness  of  plant  and  equipment  and  to  ensure  that  dairy  pe;rsonne 
appreciate  the  importance  of  hygienic  conditions  from  the  time  tm 
milk  comes  from  the  cow  until  it  is  bottled  or  filled  into  churns  read) 
for  delivery  to  the  creamery.  The  fact  that  the  milk  passes  througl 
milking  units,  goes  into  carrying  pails  to  the  dairy  then  over  the  coole 
and  into  the  bottling  plant  in  course  of  its  journey  to  the  table  otter 
several  opportunities  afterwards  for  possible  contamination.  Emphasi 
is  therefore  placed  on  the  importance  of  keeping  milk  clean  at  al 
stages  of  production  and  particularly  the  cleanliness  of  equipmen 
through  which  all  the  milk  must  pass.  One  dairyman  was  w^nec 
about  the  untidy  condition  of  the  dairy  premises  generally  and  t^h 
undipped  condition  of  the  cows’  hindquarters  and  udders.  Anothe 
was  instructed  to  have  the  walls  of  the  dairy  scullery  brushed  down  an. 
painted  and  to  provide  a new  thermometer  on  the  steam  chest.  Iti 
dairy  equipment  at  one  small  place  was  found  to  be  below  standar 
due  to  wear  and  tear,  making  it  difficult  to  be  thoroughly  c eansec 
New  equipment  was  bought,  including  cooler,  receiving  tank,  sie\ 
and  covered  carrying  pails;  a more  reliable  detergent  went  into  use  fc 
washing  the  equipment.  At  one  dairy  the  present  steam  chest  is  to  t 
replaced  with  a smaller  electric  steam  steriliser  to  provide  more  rooi 
for  bottle-washing  equipment.  Rubber  linings  of  milking  uni 
were  renewed  at  seveial  farms  because  of  their  worn  condition.  Thei 
was  an  improvement  in  the  condition  and  appearance  of  yards  an 

open  courts  around  dairy  premises  this  year. 

Details  of  dairy  premises  registered  and  licenced  in  1956  are  i 
follows: — 


(1)  Registrations:  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  191' 

Number 

Dairy  byres  capable  of  housing  174  cows  (actual 

cows  123)  . . i ,0  H 

Milk  retailers  retailing  within  the  Burgh  . . . . i v 

Retail  shops  where  only  bottled  milk  is  sold  . . . . 23 

Producers  and  wholesalers  who  do  not  sell  by  retail  . . 6 


At  smallholdings  there  were  four  exempted  dairies  where  15  co' 
were  kept;  suiplus  milk  was  fed  to  calves  and  pigs. 
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3.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders 

The  following  licences  were  in  operation  during  1956: — 

Number 


Supplementary  licences  to  sell  Certified  Milk  . . . . 2 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  Certified  Milk  . . . . . . 2 

Supplementary  licences  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  . . . . 4 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  T.  T.  Milk  . . . . . . 9 

Producers  licenced  to  produce  T.T.  Milk  . . . . 7 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 2 

Pasteurisers’  Licences  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  (wholesale  only)  . . 2 


To  ensure  compliance  with  prescribed  tests,  the  undernoted  milks 
were  submitted  to  Fife  District  Laboratory,  Cameron  Hospital, 
Windygates,  and  the  Public  Analyst,  Dundee: — 


Certified  Milk  . . 

Number 

45 

Conformed 

36 

Failed 

9 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

182 

156 

26 

Pasteurised  Milk 

54 

54 

— 

Undesignated  Milk 

— 

— 

— 

281 

246 

35 

Milk  samples  not  conforming  to  prescribed  tests  were  less  than 
the  previous  year  when  46  failed.  High  bacterial  counts  caused  failure 
in  five  samples,  B.Coli  was  present  in  25  samples  and  both  high  counts 
and  B.Coli  were  found  in  five  samples.  Follow-up  investigations 
were  made  in  every  case.  In  three  instances  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
, milks  there  were  three  consecutive  sample  failures  within  one  month 
involving  two  County  suppliers  and  one  local  producer  selling  milk 
wholesale  to  a pasteurising  plant.  The  latter  case  was  soon  remedied 
when  new  dairy  plant  replaced  worn  equipment  found  to  be  faulty 
ind  difficult  to  clean  efficiently.  The  other  two  cases  were  referred  to 
bounty  officers  for  attention,  as  was  most  of  the  other  failures  since 
he  bulk  of  milk  consumed  in  the  burgh  is  produced  in  the  surrounding 
:ountry  districts. 

The  daily  turnover  of  milk  at  the  two  pasteurising  plants,  which 
unctioned  satisfactorily,  was  4,700  gallons,  of  which  about  2,700 
'aliens  was  consumed  in  the  town,  the  rest  going  to  the  County  Area, 
n addition  about  600  gallons  of  designated  milk  was  sold  daily  by 
ocal  dealers,  including  200  gallons  of  Certified  milk  and  400  gallons 
»f  Tuberculin  Tested  milk.  Two  local  producer-retailers  of  Tuberculin 
'ested  milk  sell  about  100  gallons  daily.  Five  producers  sell  200 
allons  of  designated  milk  to  local  pasteurisers.  Improvements 
arried  out  at  the  pasteurising  plants  included  provision  of  a new 
,000  gallon  glass-lined  insulated  milk  storage  tank  at  one  creamery 
D store  overnight  supplies  in  place  of  retaining  milk  in  churns. 

The  pen  arm  of  the  pasteurising  temperatuie  recorder  at  one 
lant  was  replaced  to  ensure  accurate  readings  of  heat  treatment,  and 
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it  was  suggested  that  a separate  recording  chart  should  be  used  daily 
in  place  of  one  for  a three-day  period,  which  was  difficult  to  accurately 
assess.  One  complaint  of  “ yellow  spot  ” in  pasteurised  milk  bottles 
was  investigated  and  newly  washed  bottles  from  both  plants  were 
tested  bacteriologically,  with  unsatisfactory  results.  It  was  found 
that  the  cleansing  detergent  in  the  bottle-washing  machine  water  was 
losing  strength  more  rapidly  than  usual  in  warm  weather;  when  this 
was  corrected,  bacteriological  results  improved.  Complaints  about 
the  chipped  and  damaged  condition  of  school  milk  bottles  led  to 
investigations  both  at  the  school  and  at  the  pasteurising  plant.  It 
was  found  that  damage  could  arise  at  several  points  particularly  when 
the  empty  bottles  were  returned  to  the  crates  at  school  and  at  the  plant 
itself  when  the  bottles  weie  placed  on  the  bottle-washing  machine. 
Advice  was  given  regarding  the  care  of  milk  bottles  generally  and  on 
our  recommendation  rubber  strips  were  re-fitted  at  the  receiving  end 
of  the  bottle-washing  machine.  A considerable  number  of  damaged 
bottles  were  also  withdrawn  from  service  by  the  firm,  who  have  under 
consideration  the  purchase  of  a new  bottle-washer.  Milk  churns 
examined  at  creameries  totalled  over  500;  none  was  found  in  such  a 
condition  as  to  call  for  further  action. 

Five  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  biological  tests  covering 
four  bulk  samples  from  seven  graded  milk  producers  in  the  Burgh 
and  one  retailer  obtaining  designated  milk  produced  outside  the 
Burgh.  All  the  samples  gave  negative  results. 


4.  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928 

A total  of  168  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
Dundee,  for  his  examination  and  notes  from  his  reports  are  included 
in  this  section. 

The  various  samples  analysed  were  as  follows: — 


Foods  Number 

Milk 86 

Mince  (4),  Sausages  (6)  . . . . . . 10 

Whisky  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Ice  Cream  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Butter  (5),  Margarine  (4)  . . . . . . 9 

Fish  Cakes  (6),  Meat  Paste  (3)  . . . . 9 

Jam  (2),  Sauce  (2),  Cream  (2)  . . . . 6 

Beer  (2),  Aerated  Water  (2)  . . . . 4 

Fruit  Juice  (2),  Orange  Crush  (1)  . . . . 3 . 

Miscellaneous:  Cereals,  Mustard,  Cream 

of  Tartar,  etc.  . . . . . . . . 17 


168 


Not 

Genuine 

3 

1 

1 


5 


I 
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Milk 

The  average  quality  of  the  milk  supply  as  indicated  by  the  86 
samples  analysed  was  as  follows; — 


Water 

Total  Solids 
Fat 

Solids-not-Fat 


87.35 

12.65 

3.92 

8.73 


100.00 


These  results  show  very  little  change  from  last  year  indicating  that 
the  good  quality  of  the  milk  supply  in  the  burgh  is  being  maintained. 

Three  test  samples  of  milk  were  reported  as  being  not  genuine. 
The  analyses  of  these  samples  were  as  follows: — 


Fat 

Solids-not-Fat 

2.60% 

8.70% 

2.92% 

8.25% 

4.41% 

8.33% 

Ice  Cream  (12) 

A summary  of  the  results  of  analyses  is  shown 

in  the  following 

table : — 

Milk  Solids- 

Fat  % 

not-Fat  % 

Sugar  % 

Average 

7.64 

9.67 

13.09 

Maximum  . . 

12.02 

12.75 

14.91 

Minimum  . . 

4.75 

7.52 

10.73 

1 One  sample  contained  less  than  the  prescribed  minimum  pei- 
Icentage  of  fat  and  was  reported  as  a contravention  of  The  Food 
■Standaids  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1953.  The  fat  content  was  4.75  per  cent 
iwhereas  the  minimum  is  5.00  per  cent. 

Wince  (4),  Sausages  (6) 

, The  samples  of  mince  were  all  free  from  preservative.  One  sample 
bf  sausage  contained  544  parts  per  million  of  sulphur  dioxide  whereas 
|.he  maximum  amount  stipulated  by  The  Public  Health  (Preseivatives, 
;tc.,  in  Food)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1925  to  1953,  is  450  parts  per 
nillion. 

j Five  samples  of  sausage  contained  between  32  parts  and  432 
jarts  per  million  of  sulphur  dioxide,  thus  conforming  to  the  Regula- 
i ions. 

Lhisky  (12) 

' The  strength  of  the  whiskies  varied  from  28.3°  to  3 1 .2°  under  proof 
;71.7%  to  68.8%  proof  spirit).  All  these  samples  were  genuine. 

I 

lUTTER  AND  MARGARINE 

The  moisture  in  the  butteis  varied  from  14.90  to  15.20  per  cent 
nd  in  the  margarines  from  14.75  to  15.20  per  cent,  thus  conforming 
0 The  Food  .Standards  (Butter  and  Margarine)  Order,  1956. 
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The  physical  characteristics  of  these  fats  were  all  within  the  normal, 
ranges. 

Fish  Cakes  (5) 

All  these  samples  conformed  to  The  Food  Standards  (Fish  Cakes), 
Order,  1950.  The  total  fish  varied  from  39.10  to  52.60  per  cent. 

Cooking  Fat 

One  sample  of  cooking  fat,  taken  from  a chip  pan,  was  submitted. 
The  results  of  analysis  showed  that  the  fat  was  beef  fet  and  was  free 
from  metallic  contamination  and  extraneous  matter.  Only  a trace  of 
mineral  oil  could  be  detected. 

Drinks 

Two  samples  of  beer  were  found  to  conform  to  The  Preservative 
Regulations. 

One  sample  of  orange  concentrated  juice  was  found  to  contain 
720  parts  per  million  of  sulphur  dioxide,  being  370  parts  in  excess' 
of  the  maximum  permitted  amount.  (This  concentrated  juice  was 
sold  wholesale  only  to  the  trade). 

One  sample  of  pineapple  concentrated  juice  contained  a fairly 
large  growth  of  yeast  on  the  surface  and  had  a deposit  which  container 
many  dead  yeast  cells.  The  sample  contained  no  preservatives 
(The  use  of  this  concentrated  juice  had  been  discontinued  when  thi 
sample  was  taken). 

Three  other  samples  of  aerated  waters  were  tested  for  sulphu 
dioxide  and  benzonic  acid.  They  all  conformed  to  the  regulations. 

Condensed  Milk,  Etc. 

Three  samples  were  submitted  and  found  to  be  genuine. 

All  other  samples  not  specially  mentioned  were  of  good  qualit 
and  conformed  to  their  respective  standards. 

Prosecutions 

Since  the  six  samples  reported  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  nor 
genuine  had  been  pui chased  for  test  purposes  only.  Court  proceeding 
were  not  necessary.  The  cases  were  investigated,  however,  and  th 
sellers  warned  about  the  infringements.  Of  the  two  deficient  mil 
samples,  one  was  a follow-up  of  the  other,  the  supply  coming  from 
farm  outside  the  Burgh  where  a deficient  sample  had  also  been  foun 
by  the  County  authorities.  In  the  case  of  the  non-genuine  ice-creai 
it  was  found  the  margarine  in  the  mixture  had  not  been  properl 
emulsified.  The  preservative  excess  in  sausages  was  caused  by  failui 
to  use  the  smaller  measure  supplied  to  firm  when  a new  brand  ( 
preservative  powder  was  purchased. 

5.  Food  Premises  and  Hygiene 

The  aim  of  securing  more  hygienic  methods  in  the  handling  < 
food  in  shops,  bakehouses,  food  factories,  restaurants  and  caterii 
establishments  was  pursued  with  vigour  throughout  the  year  since  tl 
subject  was  frequently  “ in  the  news  ” and  traders  were  receptive 
ideas  and  suggestions  for  the  better  handling  of  food.  Progress  w 
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particularly  good  so  far  as  new  food  premises  were  concerned,  one 
suite  of  shops  comprising  self-service  grocery,  butcher  and  fishmonger 
being  of  a very  high  standard,  while  the  foodshops  in  a new  range  of 
shops  nearby  were  also  of  modern  design  and  finish.  Full  use  was 
made  of  refrigeration  for  perishable  foodstuffs  and  walls,  floors  and 
counter  surfaces  were  all  of  readily  cleansed  materials.  Several  new 
delivery  vans  for  butcher -meat,  bread,  milk  and  general  groceries  also 
went  into  service,  providing  covered  display  for  foodstuffs  liable  to 
contamination  by  dust  or  flies. 

Structural  improvements  at  existing  premises  were  fewer  than 
previously  although  several  modernisations  were  contemplated.  The 
absence  of  food  hygiene  regulations  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scot- 
jland)  Act,  which  received  Royal  Assent  on  15th  March,  1956,  and 
came  into  operation  on  1st  August,  made  some  traders  hesitate  to 
'proceed  with  alterations  that  might  fall  short  of  requirements  later. 
One  could  only  generalise  on  works  that  would  be  accepted,  a position 
jsvhich  never  carries  confidence  with  anyone  desiring  to  comply  with 
I'ules  and  regulations.  It  became  even  more  difficult  when  several 
;mall  firms  enquired  about  the  minimum  requirements  that  were 
jieeded  to  comply  with  the  new  Act,  which  they  thought  to  be  in  full 
operation.  There  is  a pressing  need  for  the  new  food  hygiene  regula- 
jions  to  be  issued  soon  or  the  spadework  which  has  been  done  over  the 
j/ears  by  propaganda  and  education  may  have  to  be  repeated  all  over 
again. 

Internal  improvements  to  food  shops  included  the  tiling  of  walls 
jo  about  six  feet  high  in  butchery  back-shop  premises  and  the  removal 
i)f  a large  cooker  to  an  outbuilding  to  provide  improved  floor  space; 
lew  potato-washing  machines  installed  at  fish-and-chip  shops,  and 
,namel  painting  of  wall  surfaces  in  several  shops. 

! Meat  transport  from  the  Abattoir  to  retail  shops  underwent  a 
'flange  in  that  a numbei  of  butchers  reverted  to  the  pre-war  practice 
, f having  the  meat  delivered  in  whole  carcases  or  sides  instead  of 
luartered  meat  which  could  be  delivered  by  the  contractor’s  all-metal 
jelivery  van  introduced  when  the  Ministry  of  Food  controlled  this 
jrvice.  This  meant  a return  to  use  of  the  canvas-covered  motor 
irry  with  wooden  body  and  the  laying  of  carcases  on  the  floor,  a 
ractice  which  had  been  a source  of  complaint  in  the  past.  It  was 
loted  also  that  seveial  traders  collected  meat  at  the  Abattoir  by  cutting 
jp  the  carcase  in  the  cooling  room  for  transport  in  small  delivery  vans, 
lean  sheets  were  used  on  the  floors  of  vehicles  and  for  covering  the 
jieat,  but  either  form  of  meat  transportation  could  not  be  commended, 
local  firm  which  has  a specially-made  covered  trailer  vehicle  for 
flivery  of  whole  carcases  from  Abattoir  to  retail  shop  was  supervised 
1 one  journey,  to  check  the  time  and  amount  of  meat  handling 
Ivolved  by  this  method.  It  took  less  than  five  minutes  to  lower  the 
hole  carcase  from  the  overhead  rail  at  the  Abattoir  into  the  trailer, 
Iplace  the  trailer  lid  and  fasten  up  to  van.  Then  a short  journey  to 
je  shop  took  ten  minutes  and  another  ten  minutes  or  so  was  taken 
> removing  the  carcase  from  the  trailer  to  the  hanging  rail  in  the  shop, 
lie  only  occasion  the  carcase  needed  to  be  touched  by  hand  was  when 
|e  back  door  of  the  trailer  was  removed  to  allow  the  carcase  to  be 
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drawn  forward  for  insertion  of  a cambrel  between  the  hind  legs,  to 
lift  the  carcase  by  block  and  tackle  to  the  shop  hanging  rail.  Before 
the  trailer  left  the  shop  the  zinc-lined  interior  was  wiped  out  by  an 
assistant  using  clean  cloths.  The  shop  manager  was  of  opinion  that 
there  would  be  difficulty  in  finding  a more  simple,  hygienic  and  efficient 
method  of  meat  transport  for  whole  carcases  than  the  one  provided 
by  his  firm.  Particulars  of  this  method  of  meat  handling  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Department  of  Health  Officers  for  information. 

Routine  inspections  of  restaurants,  food  shops  and  hotels  totalled 
450  when  a number  of  minor  defects  were  brought  to  the  attention 
of  staff  or  management.  Two  firms  were  advised  to  provide  proper 
refuse  receptacles  and  one  firm  was  written  regarding  the  presence  of 
stagnant  water  in  the  area  behind  the  shop.  Broken  plaster  on  the 
walls  of  back  premises  needed  attention  at  two  shops  and  the  more 
frequent  cleansing  and  dusting  of  shelves  was  called  for  at  another 
shop.  Three  small  shops  selling  general  merchandise  were  found  to 
be  retailing  bottled  milk  without  a licence.  Because  of  the  nature 
of  the  trade,  permission  to  sell  bottled  milk  was  not  granted  by  the 
Health  Committee. 

A small  outbreak  of  dysentery  was  investigated  following  a dinner- 
dance  at  a local  hotel.  Although  fourteen  persons  attending  the 
dance  were  interviewed,  along  with  seventeen  members  of  hotel  staff, 
and  a sample  of  fat  from  the  cooking  pan  was  tested,  the  cause  of  the 
outbreak  was  not  discovered.  On  our  recommendation  two  sinks  in 
the  kitchen  were  replaced  along  with  some  new  equipment  for  the 
kitchen,  including  pots,  pans  and  soup  containers.  Anothei  small 
outbreak  of  infectious  disease  focussed  around  bakery  premises,  where 
a number  of  samples  of  cake  and  pastry  ingredients  were  tested,  in 
eluding  frozen  eggs  from  abroad.  While  it  was  difficult  to  pinpoin 
the  exact  cause  of  this  outbreak  it  was  noted  that  certain  fillings  fo/ 
cakes  never  reached  a pasteurising  temperature  and  could  act  as  i 
vehicle  for  the  transmission  of  organisms  present  in  any  of  the  basii 
ingredients.  The  firm  was  advised  to  take  particular  care  with  thi 
cleansing  of  equipment  following  the  use  of  frozen  eggs,  which  had  beei 
found  to  be  the  cause  of  illness  with  bakery  goods  in  other  parts  o 
the  country. 

A newly-opened  tin  of  luncheon  meat  was  handed  into  the  depart 
ment  by  the  purchaser  for  inspection  because  of  the  presence  of 
foreign  body,  which  looked  like  rolled  gauze  material.  Both  th 
sellers  and  the  importers  were  notified.  The  reply  received  was  tha 
the  producers  abroad  had  been  informed  so  that  the  matter  could  b 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  workers  in  the  meat  factory. 

Test  samples  of  mineral  water  products  were  taken  at  the  premise 
of  a local  firm  following  alleged  illness  among  members  of  a famil 
in  another  district.  Nothing  was  found  to  indicate  that  the  miner; 
waters  were  the  cause  of  illness,  though  one  concentrated  juice  (whic- 
is  not  sold  in  this  state  to  the  public)  was  reported  to  contain  an  excel' 
of  preservatives. 

Although  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956  (at  this  staj 
of  enforcement)  does  not  provide  all  the  powers  needed  to  effective 
control  this  important  subject  of  food  hygiene,  various  food  lav 
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have  been  consolidated  and  minor  adjustments  made  which  will  be 
useful  to  local  authorities  and  officers  in  the  better  control  of  food  and 
drugs  for  human  consumption. 

6.  Unsound  Food 

During  the  year  the  following  foods  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption;  wherever  possible  the  condemned  food  was 
used  for  animal  feeding: — 


Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Canned  Fruit  . . 

6,235 

13| 

Canned  Vegetables 

657 

lOi 

Canned  Fish 

76 

5i 

Canned  Meat  . . 

2,755 

Canned  Meat  and  Vegetables 

39 

10 

Canned  Milk 

85 

8 

Canned  Soup  . . 

390 

4 

Canned  Jam 

42 

4 

Fresh  Fruit 

89 

— 

Fresh  Vegetables 

6 

4 

Fresh  Meat 

183 

8 

Fresh  Fish 

84 

— 

Miscellaneous  . . 

235 

13i 

10,881 

9 

I . Meat 

In  his  report,  Mr.  Walsh,  Slaughterhouse  Superintendent,  provides 
|ie  following  statistics  for  1956: — 


i 

1 

c 

3S  of  Animals 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  (in  lbs.) 
of  condemned 
meat  and  offals 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

t1 

6,146 

69 

36 

130,264 

17,596 

102 

29 

10,535 

5,579 

17 

45 

6,379 

Iv 

1,096 

12 

4 

416 

)TALS  

30,417 

200 

114 

147,594 

j The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offals  condemned  amounted  to 
■ tons  17  cwts.  3 qrs.  6 lbs.  Sales  of  by-products  were  as  follows: — 

Meat  and  Bone  Meal  . . . . 12  tons  18  cwts. 

Dried  Blood  ' . . . . . . 6 tons  19f  cwts. 

j Technical  Tallow 15  tons  6 1 cwts. 

I A complete  inspection  of  all  carcases  is  made  in  accordance  with 
i;  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland)  1932  and  1948.  The 
|smises  are  of  modern  construction  with  hot  and  cold  water  through- 
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out  and  the  easily-washed  surfaces  make  it  possible  to  kill,  dress  and 
cool  meat  carcases  in  comparatively  clean  surroundings.  Although 
floor  contamination  by  blood  and  stomach  contents  during  slaughter 
still  remains  a problem  to  be  overcome  satisfactorily,  some  improve- 
ment did  occur,  mainly  by  swilling  the  floors  more  frequently  with 
clean  water. 

The  proposal  to  introduce  “ line  ” slaughter,  which  would  have 
confined  bleeding  and  disembowelling  to  certain  parts  of  the  premises, 
was  dropped  but  other  proposals  still  under  consideration  include  the 
emptying  of  stomach  contents  in  a separate  apartment  to  reduce 
fouling  of  floors.  Every  effort  is  made  by  the  Superintendent  and  staff 
to  prevent  cruelty  to  animals  awaiting,  or  in  course  of,  slaughter. 
In  this  connection  the  recently  introduced  electrical  stunning  arrange- 
ment for  pigs  on  a raised  platform  did  not  give  the  ideal  results  expected 
due  to  the  animals  not  being  sufficiently  confined  to  ensure  quick 
despatch.  This  matter  is  having  attention.  Work  commenced  to 
enlarge  messrooms  for  slaughterhouse  workers.  When  completed,, 
it  should  be  possible  to  wash  and  dry  protective  clothing  and  boots 
overnight,  if  necessary,  and  apart  from  the  other  amenities  being 
provided  in  the  interests  of  the  employees  themselves,  to  better  the 
standard  of  hygiene  in  the  premises.  From  1st  January,  all  Cor- 
poration slaughterhouse  workers  were  supplied  with  footwear  (boots 
clogs  or  wellingtons),  a rubber  apron  and  two  pairs  of  overalls.  Thi; 
protective  clothing  will  be  supplied  annually.  Meantime,  weeklj 
laundering  of  overalls  is  being  done  by  a private  firm  for  the  Cor 
poration  at  the  expense  of  each  employee.  There  was  a big  improve 
ment  in  the  cleanliness  of  slaughtermen’s  working  clothes  when  thi 
weekly  wash  was  introduced  and  the  provision  of  knee-length  rubbe 
boots  also  improved  the  dirty  footwear  conditions  which  prevailec 
on  occasion. 

Further  discussions  took  place  with  regard  to  chill-room  accom 
modation  at  the  Abattoir  and  plans  were  modified  to  bring  the  chill 
rooms  within  the  existing  buildings,  if  necessary,  by  removing  th 
guttery  and  tripeiy  to  another  part  of  the  premises.  Costs  and  othe 
matters  are  still  being  investigated.  It  would  appear  there  is  som 
need  for  accommodation  of  this  kind  although  most  butchers  in  th 
town  have  small  cold  stores  at  their  retail  shops. 

Fewer  complaints  were  received  about  smells  and  fumes  from  th 
Iwel  Plant  converting  condemned  meat  and  offals  into  feeding  stuff: 
fertilisers  and  technical  tallow.  On  investigation  it  was  found  th 
smell  was  worst  in  the  final  cooking  stage  from  raw  meat  to  cooke 
meat.  Working  temperatures  were  modified  to  bring  about  a sligl 
improvement.  The  Superintendent  was  also  advised  of  the  Council 
requirements  in  a Local  Act  about  nuisance  prohibition  from  hi 
liquids  being  passed  into  a public  sewer. 

Plans  were  also  prepared  for  additional  lairage  accommodatic; 
for  about  60  cattle  and  250  sheep,  with  access  road  in  front  of  tl 
lairage  and  turning  space  for  vehicles.  The  slaughterhouse  by 
laws  are  now  out  of  date  but  the  preparation  of  new  bye-laws  w 
delayed  since  model  bye-laws  were  expected  to  be  issued  soon  by  tl 
Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 
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8.  Ice  Cream  Premises 

In  terms  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948,  the 
following  premises  and  vehicles  were  registered  by  the  Town  Council 
at  31st  December,  1956: — 


Manufacturing  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Retail  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Retail  Vehicles  (Motors)  22 

Retail  Vehicles  (Horse) 5 

Retail  Vehicles  (Barrows,  etc.)  . . . . . . . . 12 


In  addition  to  the  above,  pre-wrapped  ice-cream  was  sold  in  76 
premises,  including  shops,  cinemas  and  places  of  entertainment. 

Visits  to  registered  premises  totalled  80.  A high  standard  of 
'cleanliness  of  buildings  and  equipment  was  maintained  by  most  of  the 
I manufacturers  but  two  needed  increased  supervision  to  improve 
jmethods  of  handling  and  storing  equipment,  and  to  prevent  general 
juntidiness  within  the  premises.  In  one  instance  ice-cream  was  found 
(being  made  in  the  back  shop  of  unregistered  premises,  although  the 
lowner  had  excellent  premises  in  another  part  of  the  town.  In  another 
base  ice-cream  and  a tin  of  wafers  were  found  in  a potato-washing 
jihed.  Both  persons  were  warned  that  a repetition  of  such  conduct 
Ivould  lead  to  Court  action  being  taken.  One  van,  from  outside  the 
iown,  was  found  retailing  ice-cream  without  being  registered  with 
the  appropriate  authority.  The  water  storage  tank,  with  which  it  was 
iitted,  was  found  to  be  empty,  the  sink  was  dirty  and  the  person  selling 
the  ice-cream  was  without  an  authorisation  card.  The  authority  in 
Whose  area  the  van  was  kept  was  notified  of  these  infringements  and 
ack  of  registration.  A new  central  depot  for  the  storage  and  dis- 
iribution  of  pre-packed  ice-cream  was  completed  and  opened  this  year. 
\ wholesale  trade  only  is  carried  on  from  the  premises  where  modern 
lelivery  vehicles  are  also  kept. 

Thirteen  samples  of  ice-cieam  were  submitted  tor  bacteriological 
xamination  and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  all  produced  very  satis- 
ictory  results  except  two  where  a positive  reaction  for  coliform  tests 
as  recorded.  Even  so,  the  follow-up  tests  were  found  to  be  satis- 
ictory.  A case  of  alleged  sourness  of  ice-cream  supplied  to  children 
ittending  a picnic  was  investigated  but  no  evidence  was  found  to  show 
|iat  the  ice-cream  was  in  this  condition.  The  same  ice-cream  was 
jeing  sold  from  a vehicle  in  another  part  of  the  park  and  no  complaints 
lad  been  registered  there  nor  did  the  ice-cream  smell  or  taste  unusual. 
_i.t  the  manufacturing  premises  it  was  learned  that  one  vehicle  had 
fitumed  that  day  for  check  following  complaint  of  unusual  taste  of  the 
BJ e-cream  but  this  could  not  be  confirmed  by  two  experienced  tasters, 
^kwas  ascertained  that  a different  make  of  imported  skimmed-milk 
Aas  used  in  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  that  day  which  could  have 
ijlfected  the  flavour  of  the  ice-cream,  though  it  was  not  thought  the 
,K!iblic  taste  was  so  sensitive  as  to  detect  this.  So  far  as  was  known, 
.jgle  consumption  of  the  ice-cream  by  children  at  the  picnic  produced 
ill-effects. 


9.  Shops  Act 

To  ensure  compliance  with  the  various  requirements  of  the  Shops 
Acts  visits  to  shops  numbered  549 ; altogether  5 letters  or  notices  were 
sent  to  occupiers  drawing  attention  to  infringements  which  had  been 
discovered  or  leported.  These  referred  to  insufficient  or  unsuitable 
sanitary  accommodation — 2;  W.C.  in  need  of  painting — 1;  non- 
exhibition of  notices  required — 1 ; and  failure  to  close  at  proper 
hours — 1. 

“ Mixed  ” shop  notices  were  issued  to  a number  of  shopkeepers 
whose  shops  were  found  open  on  Wednesday  afternoons.  Various 
goods  were  on  sale  in  these  premises,  not  all  of  which  could  be  sold 
on  the  day  of  the  weekly  half-holiday.  It  is  not  easy  to  control  the 
sale  of  non-exempted  goods  after  1 p.m.  on  Wednesdays,  or  after  the 
prescribed  evening  closing  hours.  The  increase  in  number  of  mobile 
shops  trading  in  housing  areas  has  not  lessened  this  difficulty  in  recent 
years.  It  is  appreciated  that  the  Shops  Acts  were  designed  primarily 
to  ensure  reasonable  working  hours  for  shop  assistants  and  not  to 
hinder  trade  or  business;  some  shopkeepers  feel,  however,  when 
closing  hours  are  mentioned  to  them  that  present  shops  legislation 
needs  amendment  to  meet  modern  conditions  of  staggeied  working 
hours  in  industry.  An  increase  in  the  number  of  shops  open  on 
Sundays  was  noted  particularly  in  the  new  housing  areas;  in  some 
cases  a busy  trade  was  done  not  only  with  sweets  and  confections  bul 
with  general  grocery  goods.  A sale  of  drapery  goods  was  regulated 
to  comply  with  the  local  Drapers’  Closing  Order  which  fixes  the  houn 
when  such  goods  can  be  sold. 

Ten  new  shops  were  opened  during  the  year  and  alterations  anc 
extensions  were  completed  at  16  shops;  new  or  additional  sanitan 
accommodation  was  installed  at  12  shops.  There  were  776  shops  it 
the  Burgh  in  1956. 

10.  Places  of  Public  Refreshment 

Registered  premises  totalled  31,  some  2 less  than  in  the  previou 
year;  70  inspections  took  place.  All  the  premises  were  found  to  b 
clean  and  well  conducted.  The  bye-laws  cover  such  matters  as  hour 
of  opening  and  closing,  adequate  lighting  and  sanitary  accommodatior 
There  is  limited  space  in  some  of  the  premises  which  prevents  provisioi|l 
of  separate  sanitary  accommodation  for  the  sexes  in  every  case.  Onl 
minor  infringements  of  the  bye-laws  were  discovered  and  these  wer 
quickly  rectified  when  mentioned.  Plans  were  approved  for  alteratior 
and  additions  at  two  places  and  for  the  provision  of  new  toilets. 


GENERAL  SANITATION 


11.  Nuisance  and  Sanitary  Defects 

During  the  year  458  complaints  were  received  from  members  of 
the  public  and  69  nuisances  and  sanitary  defects  were  discovered  by 
the  Inspectors  in  the  course  of  their  duties.  Some  of  the  alleged 
nuisances  did  not  warrant  action  by  the  department;  about  356 
complaints  were  remedied  immediately  on  being  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  parties  concerned.  The  abatement  of  nuisances  necessitated 
1,876  inspections  and  revisits.  There  were  92  intimations  and  notices 
served  in  terms  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  and  the  Burgh 
Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892.  Several  minor  infringements  of  the 
I Kirkcaldy  Burgh  Extension,  &c..  Order  Confirmation  Act,  1950,  were 
. also  brought  to  the  notice  of  owners  and  occupiers. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  nuisances 
dealt  with  during  the  year: — 


1. 

Dirty  houses  and  premises  cleaned 

20 

2. 

Dirty  W.C.  apartments  cleansed 

2 

3. 

Dirty  stairs  and  passages  cleaned 

5 

4. 

Dirty  areas  and  courts  cleaned 

9 

5. 

Verminous  houses  sprayed  and  fumigated 

2 

6. 

Other  verminous  conditions  remedied 

48 

7. 

Dampness  in  houses  abated  or  improved 

115 

8. 

Defective  sinks  repaired  or  renewed 

1 

9. 

Defective  water  closets  repaired  or  renewed 

10 

10. 

Defective  rhones,  waste  pipes,  etc.,  repaired 

21 

11. 

Choked  sinks,  tubs  and  water  closets  cleared  . . 

2 

12. 

Choked  drains  and  traps  cleared  . . 

57 

13. 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed 

17 

14. 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed 

2 

15. 

Staircases  and  passages  (limewashed  or  painted) 

37 

16. 

Keeping  of  hens,  dogs,  cats  dirty  . . 

6 

17. 

Miscellaneous  nuisances 

173 

527 


A general  increase  in  complaints  and  nuisances  was  recorded  in 
1956  and  more  inspections  and  revisits  were  needed  to  remedy  them, 
lo  far  as  property  defects  were  concerned,  scarcity  of  tradesmen  led  to 
lelays  in  having  the  work  completed.  Leaking  roofs  and  rising 
lampness  in  walls  of  houses  were  prominent  among  defects  dealt 
Ivith  due  to  the  long  spell  of  wet  weather.  Corroded  roof  rhones  and 
('Utters  were  common  defects  found,  in  many  cases  following  neglect 
i't  external  and  internal  paintwork  over  a period  of  years.  Many  of 
he  houses  with  perished  metal  rhones  were  built  over  sixty  years  ago, 
ndicating  that  this  is  about  the  maximum  life  for  metal  gutters  in  a 
easide  town.  Zinc  rhones  often  give  a shorter  period  of  service 
ocally.  There  is  usually  no  damp-proof  course  in  the  houses  with 
ierious  rising  dampness  and  little  can  be  done  to  remedy  the  defect. 
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Most  of  the  badly  affected  houses  will  be  subject  to  closure  in  due 
course.  Complaints  of  smells  in  houses  built  a few  years  ago  led  to  an 
investigation  of  the  drainage  system.  The  drains  were  found  to  be 
defective  and  choked,  some  articles  of  clothing  and  a tin  can  being 
removed.  Several  broken  drainpipes  had  also  to  be  renewed.  The 
tenants  concerned  were  warned  about  the  misuse  of  drains.  Firm 
action  was  taken  in  the  case  of  a delay  of  nine  weeks  to  repair  the 
bottom  sash  of  a living-room  window,  which  had  been  temporarily 
boarded  up  with  linoleum;  work  was  completed  shortly  thereafter. 
Collapse  of  a chimneyhead  caused  serious  nuisance  and  inconvenience 
to  tenants  at  one  property  and  similar  conditions  arose  when  the  ceihng 
fell  and  exposed  rotted  woodwork  at  another  tenement.  These 
houses  were  already  listed  for  condemnation  and  were  dealt  with 
accordingly. 

Dirty  houses  and  premises  needing  cleansed  numbered  20,  which 
included  bedding  in  most  cases,  and  in  one  case  also  all  the  cooking 
utensils.  Premises  were  improved  without  recourse  to  Court  action., 
Seveial  old  people  living  alone  were  involved;  one  man  sought  in- 
stitutional care  because  of  his  inability  to  attend  to  daily  needs  and 
keep  free  from  vermin.  Notices  had  to  be  served  on  a number  of 
occupiers  in  large  tenements  to  cleanse  stairs,  passages  and  common 
courts  by  rotation.  This  duty  was  neglected  by  some  householders 
who  were  out  working  during  the  day.  Some  improvements  took 
place  although  in  a few  cases  the  ariangements  were  not  entirely 
satisfactory  where  the  household  consisted  of  male  persons  only.  A 
number  of  families  and  relatives  from  abroad  have  settled  in  the  town 
and  supervision  was  necessary  to  safeguard  public  health.  A bad  case 
of  overcrowding  was  discovered  when  a tenant,  sub-tenant  and  lodgers 
moved  into  a small  house.  Action  was  taken  by  the  landlord  to  abate 
the  overcrowding.  The  purchaser  of  a two-roomed  house  also  created 
serious  overcrowding  when  he  moved  in  with  wife  and  eight  children. 
This  man  sold  out  later  and  returned  with  family  to  his  previous  method 
of  abode  in  a caravan  and  tent.  Caravans  and  converted  ’buses  on  an 
unauthorised  site  also  caused  complaint  and  some  fouling  of  the 
surroundings  occurred.  The  matter  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Police 
since  the  site  involved  part  of  a public  roadway.  Judging  by  enquiries 
received,  there  is  need  for  an  approved  caravan  site  within  the  towr 
for  holiday-makers  but  it  will  be  more  difficult  to  cater  for  those 
families  who  wish  to  stay  permanently  in  caravans.  Several  caravar 
families  winter  in  yards  throughout  the  town  where  a water  tap  anc 
use  of  W.C.  or  public  convenience  are  nearby. 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  of  vans  was  good  at  the  Link; 
Market  which  was  bigger  than  ever  this  year.  Arrangements  fo/ 
refuse  collection  worked  satisfactorily.  The  only  nuisance  deal 
with  referred  to  an  accumulation  of  manure  and  straw  at  a circus  whicl 
was  quickly  removed  when  the  matter  was  brought  to  the  notice  o, 
the  owner.  Public  conveniences  on  the  Esplanade  received  increases 
supervision  during  the  period  of  the  Fair  to  maintain  clean  conditions 

Before  the  demolition  of  a number  of  old  properties  took  place 
spraying  with  insecticides  was  carried  out.  Workmen  were  not  keei 
to  start  on  demolition  because  of  the  bad  reputation  for  bugs  and  flea 
in  the  congested,  badly-planned  houses  in  the  area.  Additiona 
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spraying  and  fumigation  was  undertaken  along  with  poison  baiting 
to  destroy  rats  and  mice.  On  the  whole,  these  preventive  measures 
were  successful. 

The  annual  treatment,  with  insecticides,  of  manure  pits  at  stables, 
piggeries  and  along  the  foreshores  was  completed  in  the  early  summer 
so  that  fly  nuisance  could  be  kept  to  a minimum.  Altogether  67 
premises  were  dealt  with  by  the  Pest  Destruction  Officer.  An  unusual 
insect  pest  was  dealt  with  this  year  when  complaint  was  made  of  the 
presence  of  grubs  in  bales  of  jute  cloth  imported  from  abroad.  Spraying 
vvas  done  at  once  to  stop  spread  of  pests  in  the  warehouse  affected  and 
ilso  around  the  machines  for  converting  the  Jute  cloth  into  sacks. 
Specimens  of  the  grub  were  submitted  for  identification.  Later,  the 
ipecialist  disinfestation  firm  that  treated  the  baled  jute  cloth  considered 
he  grub  to  be  larvae  of  the  dermested  beetles  of  the  genera  Anthrenus 
)r  Trogoderma,  more  likely  to  be  the  latter,  which  have  adapted 
hemselves  to  a vegetarian  diet,  though  they  normally  prefer  animal 
natter.  This  beetle  is  known  to  be  a pest  also  of  highly  processed 
ommodities  like  carpets,  woollen  cloths,  furs,  leather  and  silk  and  is 
ible  to  develop  on  processed  animal  products  of  low-water  content, 
lay,  10-12%.  One  means  of  survival  is  the  fact  that  larvae  feign  death 
Ivhen  uncovered  and  hate  light. 

Numerous  small  red  insects  of  pinpoint  size  round  the  inside  of 
Undow  panes  in  a house  on  a new  housing  estate  required  investigation. 

I his  insect  was  identified  as  the  Gooseberry  Mite  {Bryobia  practiosa)  a 
:iite  dark  red  or  brown  in  colour,  just  visible  to  the  eye,  that  feeds  on 
looseberry  bushes,  clover,  grasses  and  shrubs.  Adult  females  hibernate 
luring  winter  in  houses,  sheltering  in  cracks,  floorboards  and  cavity 
J'alls  and  migrate  back  to  the  fields  in  spring  and  early  summer, 
.ortunately,  the  mites  were  easily  destroyed  with  an  aerosol  spray. 

I Fumigation  treatment  was  carried  out  by  a specialist  firm  at  a 
pur  mill  to  control  insects  throughout  the  premises  and  mice  were 
,;duced  in  numbers  at  the  same  time. 

Advice  was  given  to  the  owner  of  a mink  farm  about  the  control 
f flies,  breeding  on  droppings  under  the  cages,  and  about  manure 
imoval  and  disposal.  Recently  erected  dog  boarding  kennels  also 
jeded  attention  regarding  burying  of  manure  and  bones  which  had 
Jen  deposited  into  shallow  trenches;  the  area  was  a'so  untidy.  Means 
' prevent  fouling,  by  dogs,  of  parks,  playgrounds,  open  spaces  and 
iblic  drying  greens  throughout  the  town  were  discussed  by  the  Town 
Duncil  and  the  Police  have  been  asked  to  enforce  the  bye-laws  wherever 
)ssible.  Notices  making  dog  owners  fully  aware  of  their  responsi- 
lity  have  been  posted  at  public  drying  greens.  Wild  pigeons  created 
liisance  at  several  old  buildings  and  means  were  adopted  to  reduce 
limbers  and  also  to  destroy  eggs. 

Visits  to  piggeries  numbered  128  mainly  in  respect  of  cleanliness 
1 premises  and  utensils,  limewashing  and  adequate  drainage.  Several 
ters  were  sent  regarding  dirty  and  unsatisfactory  conditions  not  in 
eping  with  local  bye-laws.  Pigs  and  poultry  were  discovered  being 
pt  in  premises  which  had  been  closed  for  housing  accommodation 
fore  the  war  by  Fife  County  Council  and  in  an  area  now  within  the 
irgh.  The  attention  of  the  occupier  was  directed  to  the  requirements 
• the  Piggeiy  Bye-laws  and  pig- keeping  was  discontinued.  Measures 
® ' re  put  in  motion  to  have  these  old  premises  demohshed. 
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Despite  a generous  refuse  collection  service  throughout  the  Burgh,  • 
dumping  ol  rubbish  and  garden  refuse  took  place  at  a number  of  points  ^ 
causing  complaint  and  unsightliness.  Near  one  quarry  a length  of 
six-feet  fence  will  be  erected  to  stop  this  nuisance;  at  another  place 
on  the  foreshore  at  Dysart  “ No  Dumping  ” notices  will  be  posted 
warning  offenders  that  Court  action  may  be  taken  against  offenders, 
in  terms  of  the  Council’s  Foreshore  Bye-laws.  Dumping  of  soot  also 
took  place  in  some  areas  and  several  chimney-sweeps  have  been  warned 
in  this  connection.  There  appears  to  be  no  demand  in  the  district 
nowadays  for  soot  for  agricultural  purposes.  One  of  the  advantap  j 
of  using  smokeless  fuels  in  place  of  coal  in  the  future  will  be  that  | 
household  chimneys  will  require  to  be  swept  only  about  once  m two  | 
years  in  place  of  two  or  three  times  yearly  at  present— and  soot  dumping  i 
should  become  a thing  of  the  past! 


12.  Rats  and  Mice 

The  following  information  was  included  in  the  annual  repori 
sent  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  the  year  ending  December 
1956: 

1.  Staff  employed  in  carrying  out  Local  Authority  Function 

UNDER  THE  ACT. 

(a)  Administrative:  Sanitary  Inspector  and  four  Assistan 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

(b)  Survey:  four  assistants  (part-time):  one  Pest  Destructio 

Operator  (part-time). 

(c)  Operational:  Pest  Destruction  Operator  (part-time). 


II.  Measures  taken  for  the  Discovery,  Prevention  and  Contrc 
OF  Rats  and  Mice. 

Press  advertisement  periodically  reminds  owners  and  occupie 
to  report  presence  of  rats  or  mice  on  premises,  and  the  help  and  advi 
of  Sanitary  Inspector  is  offered  to  deal  with  all  infestations.  A fe 
persons  always  avail  themselves  of  this  advisory  service,  mainly 
Snnection  with  mice,  since  most  places  in  Burgh  liable  to  rat  i 
festation  are  known  and  surveyed  regularly  depending  on  likeliho< 
of  re-infestation.  When  sanitary  staff  visit  food  shops,  piggem 
stables  and  farms,  the  presence  of  rats  and  mice  is  checked  as  a routir 
Quarterly  or  thereby  banks  of  burns  and  water  courses  are  survey; 
bv  the  Pest  Destruction  Operator  for  presence  of  vermin,  appropriL 
treatment  being  carried  out  where  necessary.  Trapping,  baiting  al 
gassing  are  control  methods  usually  adopted.  Sewers  checked  1; 
presence  of  rats  when  infestation  persists  at  property  after  nom 
treatment  Rat  infestation,  in  one  instance,  at  smal  holdings  api^ail 
to  be  caused  by  rats  breeding  in  sewer  running  through  agricultural  lai . 
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III.  Measures  taken  regarding  Properties  specially  liable  to 
Infestation. 

There  are  no  objectionable  trades  in  Burgh  likely  to  harbour 
rats  or  mice.  At  the  modern  abattoir  rats  are  unknown  but  mice 
brought  in  with  baled  straw  necessitated  several  treatments  to  control. 
Treatment  is  given  twice-yearly  at  the  two  Corporation  refuse  dumps, 
jsewer  treatment  covered  316  manholes:  “takes”  less  than  previous 
iyear,  giving  estimated  kill  of  365  rats.  Weekly  treatment  for  rats 
'given  by  firm’s  own  staff  at  large  flour  millers  and  maltsters;  annual 
I'umigation  for  insect  pests  also  controls  mice  population. 


V.  Action  (if  any)  taken  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order,  1951. 

No  infestation  of  rats  was  found  or  reported  from  Harbour 
premises.  Kirkcaldy  is  not  a port  for  issuing  Rodent  Control  Certi- 
, cates  or  for  treating  ships.  Local  coastal  shipping  does  not  carry 
argoes  likely  to  encourage  rats.  When  examined,  ships  certificates 
ere  found  to  be  in  order.  There  are  no  barges  anchored  within 
larbour  precincts:  small  fishing  and  pleasure  boats  appeared  to  be 
ear  of  vermin. 


I.  General. 


ju  Ten  block  treatments  were  carried  out  covering  173  houses, 

' ishops,  stables,  cattle-sheds  and  adjoining  lands.  Houses  scheduled 
(T  demolition  are  baited  prior  to  clearance  of  site  to  prevent  spread 
1 tj  any  vermin.  Known  total  kill  for  year  was  111  rats  and  1,437  mice, 
come  for  services  rendered  totalled  £64  12s.  lOd.  Small  “ pocket  ” 
rabbits  reduced  by  3 does  and  2 young  caught,  though  others  would 
' gassed  in  burrows.  Gassing  for  rabbits  also  done  at  Balbarton 
:bi  l.fuse  Tip  and  at  site  of  Chapel  old  sewage  works.  Number  of 
ueons  trapped  at  Denburn ; one  local  firm  made  similar  trap  to  cope 
lit  'p  pigeon  nuisance  throughout  works. 
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TABLE  1 


RATS  & MICE 
Inspections,  Etc 


I.  Number  of  properties  in- 
spected by  the  Local 
Authority  during  1956; 

(a)  As  a result  of  notification 

(b)  OtheiAvise 


II .  Number  of  above  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by  rats 
or  mice 


III.  Number  of  above  infested  ■ 
properties  satisfactorily 
cleared  : 


(a)  By  Local  Authority 

(b)  Otherwise 


IV.  Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4 


V.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken  by 
Local  Authority  following 
issue  of  notice  under 
Section  4 


VI.  Number  of  notices  issued 
under  Section  6 (2) 

VII.  Number  of  ships  treated 


VIII.  Number  of  Rodent  Control  Certificates  issued 
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13.  Infectious  Diseases 

Work  connected  with  infectious  diseases  called  for  investigation 
into  390  cases  comprising — Scarlet  Fever  41;  Gastro-Enteritis  92; 
Infective  Jaundice  23:  Dysentery  178;  Food  Poisoning  26;  Infective 
Hepatitis  24;  Para-Typhoid  4;  and  Poliomyelitis  2. 

A report  was  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  all  cases 
investigated  and  intimation  of  the  occurrence  of  infectious  disease 
was  notified  to  headmasters  of  local  schools  in  88  instances. 

14.  Water 

I The  Water  Engineer  reported  that  rainfall  for  1956  was  35.05 
inches  being  equivalent  to  97.7  per  cent  of  the  long  average  rainfall. 
Deficiency  of  rainfall  for  the  year  was  1.85  inches  and  monthly  rainfall 
Iwas  below  average  during  seven  months.  The  driest  month  was 
November  when  0.74  inches  was  recorded  and  the  wettest  month  was 
August  when  5.99  inches  fell.  The  long  average  rainfall  for  the 
gathering  grounds  is  36.9  inches. 

At  no  time  during  1956  were  the  reservoirs  at  overflow  level, 
^hile  restrictions  on  the  use  of  water  imposed  in  1955  were  removed 
,;arly  in  January,  these  had  to  be  re-imposed  from  May  until  September 
jvhen  water  in  storage  at  the  reservoirs  fell  to  a low  level.  To  augment 
he  supply,  unfiltered  water  fiom  the  Rothes  borehole  was  pumped  into 
Carberry  reservoir  for  some  time  at  the  rate  of  300,000  gallons  daily 
.0  be  mixed  with  the  Lothrie  supply.  In  June,  for  the  first  time,  water 
|vas  pumped  from  Rothes  borehole  into  the  service  reservoir  at  a rate 
l)f  33,000  gallons  per  hour — 24  hours  daily — after  passing  through  the 
lerator  and  then  filtered  in  the  new  purification  plant  erected  at 
Tarberry.  The  chloramine  plant,  in  use  since  1938  at  Carberry,  is  to 
j»e  replaced  soon  by  an  up-to-date  unit;  such  equipment  forms  an 
ssential  safeguard  to  the  purifying  of  water  used  in  the  town  and  the 
'ddition  of  ammonia  to  the  water  not  only  prolongs  the  action  of 
ihlorine  but  improves  the  taste  of  the  treated  water.  There  were 
pme  complaints  of  taste  and  smell  of  chlorine  in  the  drinking  water 
, om  householders  in  several  parts  of  the  Burgh,  due,  no  doubt,  to  the 
lefficiency  of  plant  to  be  replaced.  Tests  by  the  Water  Engineer  did 
ot  show  an  excess  of  chlorine.  Later,  water  samples  submitted  to  the 
ublic  Analyst  to  check  for  the  presence  of  residual  chlorine  gave 
sgative  results,  though  it  was  found  the  water  had  a slight  chlorophenol 
|iste  which  was  the  probable  cause  of  complaints.  In  the  Analyst’s 
pinion  this  could  be  due  to  the  action  of  chlorine  on  minute  traces  of 
Ihenols  released  from  organic  matter  naturally  present  in  the  water, 
hich  was  in  no  way  harmful  to  health.  Ten  samples  of  water  were 
sted  to  ensure  wholesome  quality,  nine  being  for  bacteriological 
lamination  and  one  for  chemical  analysis.  All  the  samples  were 
Itisfactory  except  a group  of  three  taken  at  one  house  where  the  plate 
■unts  suggested  contamination  by  bacteria  from  soil  or  vegetation. 
}|he  source  of  contamination  was  not  discovered,  although  minute 
,.pjOwth  inside  a filter  fitted  to  the  tap  by  the  tenant  may  have  affected 
i e laboratory  results.  Small  shells  and  organic  material  found  in 
her  household  tap  filters  were  reported  to  the  Water  Engineer  for 
itention. 
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Under  port  health  administration,  eight  samples  of  drinking  water 
were  drawn  from  ships’  water  tanks  for  bacteriological  examination. , 
Two  of  the  samples  were  satisfactory ; the  other  six  were  reported  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  Notification  was  sent  to  the  owners  concerned  to 
have  the  water  tanks  cleaned,  flushed  and,  if  necessary,  cement-washed' 
inside.  f 


15.  Factories  , ^ . ..u 

There  was  little  change  in  the  number  of  factories  on  the  register 

during  1956  the  totals  being  306  mechanical  and  64  non-mechanical 
factories.  In  addition,  10  other  premises  came  under  supervision 
bv  Section  7 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937;  no  out-workers  were  registered. 
Inspections  totalled  275  mainly  in  relation  to  cleanliness  and  sanitary 
accommodation.  Forty-nine  visits  were  made  to  bakehouses  regarding 
washing  down  or  limewashing  of  walls.  . . .u 

The  attention  of  occupiers  of  factories  was  drawn  to  three  case; 
where  sanitary  accommodation  was  insufficient  and  in  5 cases  when 
it  was  unsuitable  or  defective.  Four  intimations  of  sanitary  defect: 
at  factories,  including  one  regarding  inadequate  heating,  were  referrec 
to  the  Local  Authority  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories.  All  thes< 
matters  were  rectified  following  notification  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
Attention  was  drawn  to  the  need  for  proper  sanitary  arrangement 
at  several  building  sites  where  constructional  works  would  take  longe 
than  6 weeks  to  complete. 

Plans  were  submitted  for  examination  and  report  m respect  c 
alterations,  extensions,  and  for  new  or  improved  sanitary  accom 
modation  at  17  factories,  and  for  3 new  factories. 


16.  Lodging  Houses  , , . . <■  , 

Eight  inspections  were  made  to  the  two  lodging-houses  for  men  c 
Rirrell  Street  Wynd  and  Mid  Street.  Both  houses  are  outwith  registn 
tion  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  becaus 
of  the  charges  that  were  imposed.  No  progress  was  made  in  findin 
alternative  accommodation  for  the  lodgers,  many  of  whom  are  old-ag 
pensioners  with  no  relatives  in  the  town.  The  conditions  under  whic 
the  lodgers  live  are  far  from  satisfactory  for  the  premises  are  old  an 
worn-out  and  should  be  closed.  During  inspections,  more  attentio 
to  cleanliness  of  passages  and  floors  was  ^sked  along  with  a betu 
standard  of  cleanliness  of  bedding.  Following  the  death  of  a lodg. 
at  one  place,  the  bedding  was  destroyed  by  the  keeper;  a supply  j 
D.D.T.  powder  and  disinfectant  was  provided  for  cleansing  of  t 

cubick^  concerned.^  lodgers  stayed  at  each  lodging-house,  most  of  the 
residing  on  a semi-permanent  basis. 

17  Smoke,  Grit  and  Fumes 

The  desire  for  cleaner  air  by  residents  near  factory  premises 
apparent  this  year,  there  being  an  increase  in  the  number  of  complair: 
aSut  excessive  discharge  of  smoke  from  14  industrial  premis( 
Altogether  112  smoke  observations  at  21  factory  clurnneys  and  at . 
hosnital  boiler  plant  were  recorded  in  1956;  77  of  the  observatio 
showed  excessive  discharge  of  smoke.  Ten  of  the  offending  insta 
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tions  were  coal-fired  boilers,  three  were  works’  destructor  plants  burning 
industrial  wastes  and  one  was  a waste  oil-burning  installation  creating 
excessive  smoke  at  times,  soot  emission  and  unpleasant  fumes  and 
smells.  Eighty-two  inspections  of  boiler-house  plant  and  steam- 
raising installations  were  carried  out  in  an  endeavour  to  minimise 
atmospheric  pollution. 

In  nine  instances  warning  letters  were  sent  to  firms  regarding 
excessive  discharge  of  smoke  and  some  improvement  was  noted 
thereafter.  Poor  quality  of  fuel  was  blamed  for  some  of  the  smokiness. 
Breakdown  of  draught-fan  motors  caused  excessive  smoke  from  one 
plant  tor  some  days  until  repairs  were  completed.  A recently  installed 
oil-burning  heating  unit  sent  black  smuts  and  oily  carbon  from  the 
chimney  due  to  partially  choked  air  supply  jets.  The  firm  supplying 
the  oil-burning  unit  was  contacted  since  it  was  considered  that  a com- 
paratively new  plant  should  function  without  offence.  Engineers 
visited  the  plant  and  rectified  the  defects.  In  the  case  of  one  coal- 
! fired  boiler  plant  used  for  factory  space  heating,  the  excessive  discharge 
! of  smoke  was  due  to  fire-grates  being  too  long.  This  was  discovered 
iwhen  experts  from  N.I.F.E.S.  were  called  in  to  report  on  the  efficiency 
of  the  plant;  modifications  to  the  grates,  and  in  connection  with 
primary  air  supply  to  the  plant,  brought  about  improvement.  The 
idisposal  of  linoleum  wastes  by  burning  in  improvised  works’  destructors 
'produced  heavy  discharges  of  smoke  due  to  overloading  of  the  fires; 
jlhe  bitumastic  nature  of  some  of  the  materials  burnt  worsened  the 
<ind  of  smoke  discharged.  One  firm  reduced  the  quantity  of  wastes 
Incinerated  pending  plans  for  a new  destructor,  while  another  firm 
: ectified  faults  at  the  damper  guides  from  the  destructor  flue,  for 
.trong  draught  in  the  chimney  resulted  in  charred  paper  and  other 
>artly-burnt  debris  invading  nearby  houses.  Twenty  tenants  in  the 
jirea  complained  about  this  avoidable  atmospheric  pollution.  Windows 
liad  to  be  kept  closed  to  prevent  soiling  of  rugs,  curtains  and  furnishings 
vhile  outside  washings  were  soiled.  Charred  debris  was  also 
liscovered  lying  on  street  surfaces  and  window  sills.  One  very  bad 
ischarge  of  smoke  from  a factory  chimney  was  due  to  the  fireman 
aving  cleaned  out  four  fires  simultaneously  necessitating  fires  being 
Dreed  to  make  up  for  the  heavy  steam  loss.  Advice  was  given  to  the 
reman  that  offence  could  be  avoided  in  future  if  fires  were  clinkered 
Iternately.  Seven  householders  nearby  complained  about  smoke 
om  an  hospital  boilerhouse  chimney,  a complaint  which  recurs 
eriodically.  A temporary  improvement  took  place  following  our 
itervention  but  a permanent  remedy  will  not  materialise  until  the 
oiler  plant  is  replaced  with  a modern  installation  included  in  the 
dspital  Board’s  programme  for  extension  of  the  hospital,  which  has 
;gun.  Following  representation,  measures  were  taken  by  the  firm 
)ncerned  to  reduce  sulphurous  fumes  from  a plant  used  for  boiling 
‘1.  Smoke  nuisance  from  another  factory  chimney  was  found  to 
caused  by  the  hit-and-miss  grating  being  jammed  in  the  closed 
bsition  preventing  secondary  air  reaching  the  fire  after  stoking, 
liis  defect  was  rectified.  The  regular  discharge  of  smoke  from 
letallurgical  furnaces  in  a cential  district  of  the  town  was  also  the 
Ibject  of  complaint;  little  could  be  done  to  ameliorate  this  condition 
lice  such  processes  are  exempt  from  existing  legislation  and  are 
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likely  to  remain  so  in  the  future.  Economies  in  fuel  consumption  were 
made  at  these  furnaces  following  a survey  carried  out  by  N.I.F.E.S. 
engineers  last  year.  These  modifications,  however,  were  not  concerned 
with  a reduction  in  smoke  which  is  fairly  continuous  throughout  the 
week  and  also  on  Sunday  nights  when  fires  are  restarted  again. 

Early  in  the  year  there  were  complaints  of  grit  blowing  from  the 
boiler  plant  chimney  at  the  Gas  Works.  This  was  caused  by  the 
removal  of  between  eight  and  ten  hundredweights  of  grit  from  the 
base  of  the  chimney,  the  increased  draught  through  the  chimney 
opening  temporarily  displacing  some  of  the  material  during  the 
cleaning  process.  Later  the  Gas  Manager  advised  that  coal  would  be 
used  again  for  test  purposes  in  the  Tully  Plant  at  the  request  of  the 
plant  manufacturers;  this  brought  about  a repetition  of  fumes  and 
smells  from  the  plant.  By  June  the  Tully  Plant  went  out  of  use  for 
the  summer,  producing  a noticeable  freedom  from  nuisance  and  less 
fine  dust  about.  Following  representation  to  the  Gas  Board  about 
the  various  nuisances  a letter  was  received  in  September  stating  that 
these  matters  had  the  attention  of  the  Group  Manager  and  Board, 
and  advising  that  an  induced  draught  and  grit  arresting  plant  would 
be  provided  soon  in  addition  to  what  was  already  installed  at  the  Gas 
Works.  When  the  Tully  Plant  went  into  use  again  for  the  winter, 
coke  instead  of  coal  was  used  for  gas  manufacture  to  reduce  nuisance 
from  fumes  and  smoke.  The  fuel  emergency  in  November  caused 
coal  to  be  used  in  the  plant  again  but  nuisance  was  reduced  to  the 
minimum  through  careful  control  by  the  management.  Some  com- 
plaints of  grit  and  dust  coming  from  the  coke  pile  at  the  Gas  Works 
in  windy  weather  were  also  investigated.  Spraying  with  water  had  been 
adopted  as  a remedy  which  was  not  always  successful. 

On  the  question  of  domestic  smoke,  several  visits  were  made  to 
the  Council’s  large  new  housing  areas  to  note  atmospheric  pollution. 
In  still  damp  weather  or  when  the  night  was  to  be  frosty  the  pall  of 
smoke  that  hung  over  these  areas  was  surprising  and  amply  demon- 
strated that  50%  of  smoke  pollution  in  a town  came  from  domestic 
chimneys.  Although  a few  of  the  householders  in  these  areas  burn 
coke  or  a mixture  of  coal  and  coke,  the  majority  burn  coal  in  the 
modern  type  grates  that  have  been  installed.  Little  improvement 
will  result  until  a wholesale  change-over  to  smokeless  fuel  takes  place 
By  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  learned  that  the  provisions  of  the  Clear 
Air  Act,  1956,  with  regard  to  Smoke  Control  Areas,  notification  o! 
installation  of  new  furnaces  and  control  over  the  height  of  chimney* 
to  prevent  nuisance,  would  operate  from  31st  December,  1956. 

18.  Burial  Grounds 

The  Parks  Department  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  anc 
management  of  the  three  main  burial  grounds  in  the  Burgh.  Thes* 
cemeteries  are  maintained  in  excellent  condition.  Burials  are  few  ii. 
the  five  old  burying  grounds,  except  Abbotshall  Churchyard,  whicl< 
is  now  under  control  of  the  Town  Council  and  managed  by  the  Park 
Superintendent.  More  frequent  grass  cutting  and  attention  to  path 
improved  the  appearance  of  this  burial  place;  grass  was  also  cut  mor 
frequently  at  Sinclairtown  Feuers  burying  ground  to  improve  amenip 

Work  commenced  at  Dunnikier  for  the  erection  of  a Crematoriun 
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19.  Rivers  Pollution 

The  East  Burn,  which  takes  the  waste  from  a felt  factory  in  its 
lower  reaches,  was  smelly  and  dirty  for  several  months  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  until  rains  came  to  flush  this  water-course.  This 
undesirable  pollution  will  cease  when  the  waste  is  diverted  into  the 
new  sewerage  system  shortly  to  be  completed.  The  Tiel  Burn  remained 
comparatively  free  from  reed-growth  and  no  serious  pollution  of 
this  water-course  was  noted. 

Sewage  from  Dysart  and  Kirkcaldy  main  sewers  discharges  into 
the  River  Forth  without  treatment,  while  sewage  discharging  through 
1 the  Pathhead  outfall  passes  through  comminutor  plant  which  aid 
I quick  dispersal  of  the  waste.  Since  the  new  outfall  at  Pathhead  Sands 
is  beyond  the  harbour  pier,  the  sewage  discharged  will  be  carried 
quickly  to  sea  and  deep  water,  thereby  reducing  foreshore  contamina- 
tion to  a minimum.  Some  inshore  contamination  occurs  at  Kirkcaldy 
beach  depending  on  wind  and  tide  and  a remedy  will  not  be  found  until 
a scheme  of  sewage  purification  is  introduced.  This  matter  is  likely 
! to  be  considered  in  the  near  future.  Samples  of  sea-water  were  taken 
Ifrom  Kirkcaldy  foreshore  and  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriolo- 
Igical  analysis  in  connection  with  a proposed  outdoor  bathing  pool  on 
the  sea-front;  unfavourable  reports  were  received.  A recurrence 
jtook  place  of  the  trade  waste  contamination  on  the  beach  through  the 
isea-wall  at  the  Esplanade  opposite  the  Gas  Works.  Extensive  in- 
ivestigations  were  made  by  the  Gas  Board  to  trace  the  cause  of  this 
itrouble  and  the  drainage  system  in  the  works  will  be  overhauled  soon. 
jOne  defect  found  was  a chokage  on  the  spent  liquor  tank  outlet  causing 
this  waste  to  overflow  into  the  surrounding  ground.  Work  is  in  hand 

0 stop  the  pollution. 

1 Early  in  the  year,  serious  pollution  of  the  foreshore  recurred  at 
i3ysart  by  coal  washery  waste  from  the  nearby  Frances  Pit.  The  silt 
dyke,  formed  by  the  National  Coal  Board  a few  years  ago  to  direct 
he  waste  to  sea,  had  burst  and  allowed  black  mud  to  spread  over  a 
Ivide  area  of  the  foreshore  from  Dovecot  Cottages  to  the  redd  bing, 

I arying  in  thickness  from  a few  inches  to  over  a foot  in  depth.  The 
!:ap  in  the  dyke  was  replaced  by  the  Board  to  direct  the  waste  to  sea 
gain.  Further  meetings  took  place  with  the  parties  concerned  to 
nd  a permanent  remedy  for  this  seashore  pollution  and  spoilation 
| f a one-time  attractive  coastline.  Among  the  proposals  likely  to  be 
'Ut  into  effect  by  the  Board  are  that  tipping  of  colliery  refuse  will  be 
one  landward,  on  either  side  of  the  bing  as  much  as  possible  and  that 
le  sludge  channel  will  be  diverted  from  its  present  course  to  the  west 
:f  the  bing,  to  the  east  side.  These  suggestions,  if  carried  out,  could 
feet  an  improvement  over  present  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

A standard  was  fixed  by  the  Forth  River  Purification  Board  and 
bnditions  imposed  when  consent  to  the  discharge  of  sewage  effluent 
|as  approved  from  the  new  Area  Centre,  Frances  Colliery,  Dysart. 
Ithough  the  discharge  will  take  place  in  the  County  area  it  will  be 
lose  to  the  Burgh  boundary.  The  discharge,  which  will  be  through 
12-inch  diameter  fireclay  pipe,  is  limited  to  12,000  gallons  per  day 
j a maximum  rate  of  2,750  gallons  per  hour,  plus  rain  water,  and 
just  not  exceed  a temperature  of  90°F.  The  other  conditions  include 
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that  the  pH  value  shall  be  between  4 and  9 and  the  Biochemical  Oxygen 
Demand  shall  not  be  greater  than  250  parts  per  million. 

The  discharge  shall  not  contain  more  than: 

(a)  100  parts  per  million  suspended  solids. 

(b)  10  parts  per  million  non-volatile  oil. 

(c)  1 part  per  million  of  cyanide. 

(d)  1 part  per  million  of  lead,  mercury,  chromium,  zinc, 
arsenic  or  other  toxic  metals,  individually  or  collectively. 

20.  Schools,  Cinemas,  Public  Buildings  and  Dance  Halls 

Twenty-nine  inspections  were  made  to  schools,  mainly  in  respect) 
of  cleanliness  of  buildings  and  defects  likely  to  be  injurious  to  the  health 
of  scholars  and  staff.  Defects  were  found  at  10  schools;  these  refeired, 
to  missing  wood  insets  at  some  lavatory  pans,  or  missing  lavatoryf 
seats.  At  one  convenience  the  roof-light  was  defective  and  leaking, 
a W.C.  door  was  broken  and  a lavatory  pan  was  badly  chipped.  There 
was  also  broken  and  defective  plasterwork  at  one  urinal.  Another 
matter  noted  was  the  need  for  more  W.C.s  for  girls  at  the  North  School 
All  these  matters  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Educatior 
Department  along  with  a request  that  the  press-button  lavatory  flushing 
system  at  one  modern  school  should  be  adjusted  to  operate  with  the 
minimum  of  effort.  Regular  flushing  of  lavatory  pans  was  not  bein^ 
done  through  the  inability  of  some  of  the  children  to  push  in  tht 
press-buttons.  Defects  mentioned  were  remedied  at  three  schools 
the  others  had  still  to  be  completed. 

Joint  inspection  was  made  by  Corporation  officials  to  six  cinema: 
and  thirty  other  buildings  and  halls  used  for  public  entertainment 
and  a report  was  submitted  to  the  magistrates  before  grant  of  renewa- 
licences.  One  licence  was  deferred  for  one  month  until  a number  o 
defects  were  remedied;  a billiard-room  occupier  was  warned  by  lette 
because  of  the  premises  not  being  regularly  cleaned,  and  simila 
action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  the  dirty  conditions  found  at  . 
working  men’s  club.  On  the  whole,  premises  used  for  public  enter 
tainment  within  the  Burgh  maintain  a very  satisfactory  standard  o 
cleanliness,  ventilation,  repair  and  redecoration  when  necessary. 

Kata  thermometer  tests  were  made  on  seventeen  occasions  i 
cinemas  and  public  halls  to  ensure  adequate  air  movement  and  comfoi 
conditions  for  patrons.  Managements  were  keen  to  co-operate  in  thi 
work  and  adjustments  were  made,  as  required,  to  ensure  reasonabl 
compliance  with  accepted  standards.  At  one  large  cinema  a ne' 
heating  and  ventilation  system  went  into  operation  but  the  tests  showe 
that  the  best  results  were  not  being  obtained  with  the  modern  equii 
ment.  Improvement  was  noted,  however,  in  later  tests.  Temperature 
were  found  to  be  rather  low  in  one  cinema.  Draught-proofing  (’ 
the  void  above  the  stage  reduced  cold  air  movement  into  the  cinem 
and  created  a more  even  temperature  in  the  front  stalls. 

A total  of  61  visits  were  made  to  dance  halls,  cinemas  and  simik 
buildings  in  1956. 
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21.  Offices 

Thirty-two  inspections  were  made  to  office  premises  this  year. 
All  were  found  to  be  clean  and  provided  with  suitable  and  sufficient 
toilet  facilities  for  the  staff  employed.  The  demand  for  office  accom- 
modation continued  and  three  houses  were  converted  for  office  purposes 
in  an  area  of  the  town  scheduled  for  commercial  development. 

In  one  case  of  complaint  of  bad  smell  at  warehouse  offices,  it 
was  found  the  offices  were  devoid  of  natural  ventilation  to  the  outside. 
The  firm  had  alterations  completed  to  remedy  the  defect. 

No  new  offices  were  erected  but  eight  plans  were  approved  for 
ilterations  and  additions  to  office  premises,  including  additional 
ranitary  accommodation. 

12.  Public  Cleansing 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  and  salvage,  trade  refuse,  street 
;leansing,  refuse  disposal  and  the  supervision  of  public  conveniences 
ire  the  responsibility  of  the  Cleansing  Department.  For  the  year 
ending  15th  May,  1956,  the  cost  of  all  these  services  amounted  to 
!45,636  after  allowing  for  revenue  of  £8,789  Os.  Od.  This  worked  out 
jit  17/lOd.  per  head  of  the  population  or  4d.  per  week  which  appears 
0 be  a reasonable  charge  for  all  the  services  provided.  It  cost  30/3d. 
lo  collect  and  dispose  of  a ton  of  refuse,  one  penny  less  than  in  the 
)revious  year.  There  were,  approximately,  eighty-five  employees 
i/orking  in  the  Department  and  a motor  fleet  of  fourteen  vehicles  in 
egular  operation,  including  spare  vehicles  to  cover  breakdowns. 
|v  mechanical  sweeper-collector  and  a gully  emptier  assist  with  street 
'leansing  work.  Suitable  and  sufficient  labour  was  difficult  to  recruit, 
specially  for  refuse  collection  duties,  causing  the  transfer  of  men 
imporarily  from  other  cleansing  duties  to  man  the  refuse  collection 
lehicles.  On  the  whole,  the  various  services  functioned  satisfactorily 
ind  there  were  few  complaints. 

In  January,  1956,  the  department  moved  from  Overton  Road 
i>epot,  Parkmill  Destructor,  Burleigh  Street  Stables,  and  West  End 
jiestructor  to  the  converted,  centralised  premises  at  Denburn  Yard, 
hough  still  without  modern  messrooms,  which  have  yet  to  be  built, 
le  new  headquarters  made  for  better  administration  of  the  whole 
apartment. 

EFUSE  Collection 

A kerb-side  method  of  collection  is  in  operation.  Houses  built 
ace  the  war  receive  a twice-weekly  collection  of  refuse,  while  those 
the  main  parts  of  the  town  are  collected  thrice-weekly.  Measures 
lire  in  hand  to  extend  the  twice-weekly  collection  to  all  parts  of  the 
|wn,  and  the  vehicle  to  be  used  for  a separate  weekly  collection  of 
•iste-paper,  undergoing  bodywork  modifications  for  its  new  duties, 
:is  nearing  completion.  The  reduced  demand  for  waste-paper  and 
pent  petrol  restrictions  may  delay  the  start  of  the  new  collection 
Irangements.  Garden  refuse  continued  to  upset  normal  refuse 
flection  services  and  a way  was  not  found  to  reduce  the  output  of 
iis  material,  especially  in  summer  when  gardens  were  in  full  cultiva- 
I'n.  Before  local  holidays  public  advertisement  sought  to  restrict 
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output  of  garden  refuse,  with  little  success.  Only  a limited  number  of  i 
householders  maintain  a permanent  method  of  converting  garden}, 
rubbish  into  compost. 

The  refuse  collection  arrangements  from  the  multi-storey  flats 
worked  without  complaint.  The  bulk-loading  vehicle,  designed  to 
dustlessly  load  the  large  containers  at  the  flats,  continued  to  give  ^ 
efficient  service.  This  vehicle  will  also  be  suitable  for  collecting  refuse^ 
from  the  new  high  flats  in  course  of  erection  in  Links.  Salvage 
trailers  which  have  been  in  use  behind  the  refuse  collection  vehicles 
since  the  war  will  likely  be  discontinued  next  year.  A request  tc 
reduce  the  “ carry  ” of  refuse  bins  from  houses  recently  occupied  bj 
old  people  was  met  by  employees  doing  this  work;  the  collectior 
was  reduced  to  once  weekly. 

Collection  of  “ Trade  Refuse  ” was  undertaken  within  the  Council’" 
scheme  and  altogether  650  traders  were  serviced,  resulting  in  a revenu. 
of  approximately  £1,500.  A number  of  changes  in  the  quantity  o 
material  to  be  collected  per  week  per  premises  occurred  and  othe 
adiustments  were  necessary,  but  on  the  whole,  the  scheme  worker 
satisfactorily  The  High  Street  was  cleared  of  bulky  refuse  mud 
more  quickly  than  under  the  old  arrangements  while  the  absence  o 
such  refuse  collection  on  Saturday  mornings  must  benefit  the  shop 
keepers  themselves  as  well  as  the  shopping  public.  The  large  numbe 
of  cars  and  other  vehicles  standing  on  our  mam  streets  are  slowin 
down  the  work  of  refuse  collection. 


Street  Cleansing 

Every  effort  was  made  to  keep  the  streets  as  clean  as  possib 
despite  the  transfer  of  employees  to  other  duties,  which  mterrupte 
the  regular  frequency  of  street  cleaning  in  some  districts.  Mai 
streets  however,  continued  to  receive  full  attention  for  though  htt. 
bins  are  provided  and  others  are  to  be  installed,  much  unnecessai 
“ littering  ” of  streets  with  discards  took  place  and  continued  to  I 
much  too  common,  particularly  near  bus  stances.  One  firm  w. 
warned  for  fouling  a main  street  with  a smelly  effluent  from  an  unde 
ground  chamber,  contrary  to  the  Kirkcaldy  Burgh  Extension,  &( 
Order  Confirmation  Act,  1950;  it  was  necessary  to  wash  the  roi 
surface  to  avoid  the  tiansfer  of  the  slurry  to  nearby  shops  and  house 
Another  firm  was  warned  about  the  mud  from  vehicle  tyres  being  It 
on  the  roadway.  With  so  many  houses  being  demolished  m t. 
Links  Area  it  was  not  possible  to  keep  these  streets  entirely  free  fro 
dust  nuisance  while  this  work  proceeded.  One  complaint  of  leav 
blowing  from  a small  wood  near  the  Burgh  boundary  on  to  the  gard 
and  property  of  a nearby  householder  was  reduced  when  the  Par 
Department  did  some  autumn  renovations  in  the  locality.  As! 
waSred  down  from  a steep,  unmade  street  to  a concrete-paved  ro. 
below  also  caused  complaint.  The  unmade  road,  which  serves  pnva 
house  development,  will  be  paved  next  spring;  meantime,  to  avdl 
further  complaint,  the  area  will  receive  regular  attention  from  b 
Engineer’s  Department  after  heavy  rains.  Weed  growth  on  so:f 
roads  needs  regular  attention  and  experiments  with  wet  and  dry  wei- 
killers  were  tried.  The  mechanical  spraying  of  weeds  at  the  stt 
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of  the  growing  season  would  appear  to  be  the  best  method  of  controlling 
growth  supplemented  by  more  spraying  in  the  summer.  Dry  sprinkling 
with  weed-killer  dealt  with  small  patches  of  growth  at  keib-sides  and 
along  side-walks. 

Following  a disastrous  fire  at  a wood-flour  store  in  a central  area 
of  the  town  much  fine  waote  was  washed  into  gullies  and  manholes 
necessitating  special  arrangements  for  removal  and  cleansing.  Streets 
around  the  premises  were  washed  frequently,  and  this  was  continued 
daily  to  avoid  nuisance  while  the  residue  from  the  fire  was  removed 
oy  lorry  through  main  streets  to  a quarry  dump. 

Snow  clearance  was  not  excessive  during  the  winter  and  only  a 
imited  amount  of  sanding  of  pavements  was  necessary  in  the  hilly 
ijarts  of  the  town.  One  severe  snowstorm  was  encountered  in  early 
-ebruaiy  accompanied  by  host.  Hired  transport  and  labour,  mainly 
ruilding  trades  employees,  were  brought  in  to  assist  and  it  took  about 
I week  before  streets  were  back  to  normal.  Roof  falls  of  snow  on  to 
.ravements  were  frequent  when  the  thaw  set  in.  A small  number  of 
lired  men  and  a vehicle  were  retained  for  another  week  to  help  with 
emoval  of  grit  and  ashes  applied  during  the  frosty  weather.  The 
mlly-emptier,  fitted  with  street-washing  equipment  made  speedy 
•rogress  with  the  final  washing  of  the  streets  at  the  end  of  the  storm. 
>lo  serious  flooding  of  roads  occurred  during  the  year,  despite  some 
'eavy  rains. 

With  the  centralisation  of  the  Department  at  Denburn  Yard, 
number  of  depots  for  the  deposit  of  street  sweepings  from  orderly 
.arrows  went  out  of  commission  and  others  had  to  be  provided.  At 
I'owan  Street  a surface  air-raid  shelter  was  converted  for  the  purpose 
jnd  will  not  only  house  orderly  barrows  for  the  High  Street  area  but 
ill  also  hold  equipment  needed  to  deal  with  flooding  on  the  nearby 
splanade.  To  cover  the  other  outlying  districts  of  the  town,  five 
irage-type  sweepings  depots  are  being  erected,  all  on  Corporation 
■operty;  one  garage  behind  shops  has  been  leased  in  a new  housing 
ea  and  part  of  converted  farm  buildings,  shared  by  other  Col- 
oration departments,  will  also  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

EFUSE  Disposal 

The  total  quantity  of  refuse  and  street  sweepings  deposited  at  the 
0 disposal  points,  Balbarton  and  Gallatown,  was  estimated  to  be 
,397  tons  and  an  increase  of  nearly  3,000  tons  over  the  previous 
ar.  Having  regard  to  trade,  builders’  refuse,  ashes  and  soil  tipped 
"iTi  Gallatown  Quarry  to  help  in  the  formation  of  terracing  for  the 
oposed  sports  stadium  there,  over  26,000  tons  of  material  was  placed 
^ Corporation  tips  in  1956. 

Quarterly  weighings  of  house  refuse  were  made  during  the  year, 
ftgotiations  were  continued  to  acquire  additional  land  at  Gallatown 

refuse  disposal  purposes,  though  not  completed  to  permit  entry 
iiBbe  made.  This  resulted  in  tipping  being  carried  out  with  difficulty, 
tiflt  only  causing  dust  and  paper  to  be  blown  about  in  windy  weather 
6iBt  outbreaks  of  fire  were  not  easily  controlled  by  manual  operations 
(nBd  limited  quantities  of  covering  materials.  By  the  end  of  the  year, 
iiii^wever,  new  bulldozer  equipment  was  delivered  for  use  at  Gallatown. 
:h  plant  should  effect  an  improvement  both  with  the  method  of 
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tipping  and  in  the  control  of  fires,  which  will  be  less  likely  to  arise  with 
properly  consolidated  refuse.  Notice-boards  will  be  erected  shortly 
at  Gallatown  Tip  warning  unauthoiised  persons  found  interfering  in 
any  way  with  the  deposited  refuse  that  they  will  be  liable  to  prosecution. 
Increased  supervision  by  the  police  has  also  been  asked. 

Delivery  of  waste  paper  to  the  mills  was  restricted  this  year  and 
for  some  months  the  intensive  recovery  of  waste  paper  and  cardboard 
at  the  tips  was  not  pursued  as  formerly.  Measures  continued,  how- 
ever, to  recover  tins  and  scrap  metal  which  were  still  in  good  demand. 
The  scheme  for  accepting  loose  tins  from  neighbouring  authorities 
for  baling  in  the  Council’s  baling  press  worked  satisfactorily  and  a 
further  slight  increase  in  tonnage  handled  was  recorded.  The  small 
incinerator  installed  at  Denburn  Yard  met  our  needs  for  the  disposal 
of  abnoxious  materials.  The  mechanical  plant  lor  handling  waste 
paper  and  tins  speeded  up  the  baling  and  loading  of  these  items  of 
salvage  and  facilitated  the  sorting  and  recovery  of  string,  wood  wool 
and  other  marketable  wastes.  Lost  property  recovered  for  ratepayers 
from  the  refuse  eithei  at  the  tips  or  depots  included  purse  with  £12, 
a gold  ring  in  a paper  bag  and  dust-bin  lids. 

Woik  was  practically  completed  on  the  two  workmen’s  cottages 
at  Balbarton  tip  where  bathrooms  and  indoor  sanitation  were  installed. 
A supply  of  electricity  is  awaited  to  complete  the  improvements. 

The  old  Parkmill  Destructor  premises  at  the  Esplanade,  which 
had  been  in  use  by  the  Corporation  for  over  60  years,  were  demolished, 
including  the  112  feet  high  brick  chimney  built,  according  to  the  dat( 
plaque,  in  1851.  Previous  to  Corporation  use  the  old  destructoi 
buildings  were  foundry  premises. 

Public  Conveniences 

The  new  convenience  near  Golden  Gates,  Smeaton  Road,  wa; 
opened  in  April  after  it  had  been  made  secure,  so  far  as  possible 
against  vandals.  Since  it  went  into  use  damage  has  been  slight  althougl 
some  tampering  with  locks  occurred.  A total  of  47  glass  bricks  wer 
broken  at  the  new  convenience  at  Pathhead  Sands  just  before  it  wa 
opened  in  June.  It  was  deemed  advisable  to  reduce  all  windows  ti 
half-light  by  building  up  openings  with  common  brick,  in  an  endeavou 
to  cope  with  future  malicious  damage.  One  automatic  lock  at  th 
recently  opened  lavatories  at  Hendry  Road  was  also  smashed  beyori'i 
repair.  It  is  regrettable  to  have  to  report  these  incidents  of  vandalisr 
at  public  properties  for  strong  representation  was  made  in  past  year 
to  have  these  facilities  erected  in  the  interests  of  public  health.  Wor 
was  started  to  improve  and  extend  the  convenience  at  Victoria  Roac 
which  will  include  accommodation  for  ladies.  The  modernise 
premises  should  be  opened  early  next  year.  Building  also  corr 
menced  lor  erection  of  public  conveniences  in  the  new  Templeha 
housing  area.  A proposal  to  modernise  the  worn-out  urinal  premis( 
near  Adam  Smith  Halls  was  not  sanctioned.  It  is  likeiy  that  th, 
proposed  new  approach  road  layout  to  the  front  of  the  Halls  wi. 
include  space  for  modern  lavatory  accommodation.  Plans  to  conve 
premises  opposite  the  junction  of  Cairns  Street  and  St.  Clair  Stro 
into  modern  public  conveniences  foi  ladies  and  gents  did  not  recei' 
borrowing  approval  and  this  work  was  also  delayed.  Further  repr 
sentations  are  being  made  to  speed  up  this  latter  project. 
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With  additional  conveniences  now  in  use  it  was  necessary  to 
engage  more  part-time  cleaners.  Staff  engaged  on  lavatory  cleaning 
was  3 men  and  1 woman  full-time,  and  1 man  and  3 women  part-time. 
From  May,  the  conveniences  in  the  main  pub’ic  parks  and  nearby 
'oreshores  returned  to  contiol  of  the  Parks  Department.  The  money 
collected  from  public  lavatory  locks  throughout  the  town,  including 
Darks  premises  supervised  by  cleansing  staff,  totalled  £828  Os.  Od. 
or  the  year  ending  15th  May,  1956,  an  increase  of  £84  Os.  Od.  over  the 
previous  year. 

!3.  Sewers  and  Drains 

The  Sanitary  Department  deals  with  defects  at  existing  drains 
,nd  the  Burgh  Engineer’s  Department  is  responsib'e  for  the  supervision 
tf  all  sewers,  testing  of  new  drains  and  extensions  to  existing  drains, 
oint  inspections  take  place  when  both  departments  are  concerned 
vith  the  repair  or  improvement  of  a defective  drainage  system,  where 
'o  connection  is  available  to  main  sewerage,  and  when  septic  tanks 
I re  involved. 

Work  on  the  main  drainage  scheme  at  Pathhead  Sands  was 
tactically  completed  so  that  sewage  from  the  Pathhead  area  and  the 
tew  housing  developments  at  the  rear  of  the  town  will  soon  be  directed 
rrough  the  new  sewer  outfall  discharging  at  a point  beyond  the  harbour 
ier.  When  investigating  pollution  at  Kirkcaldy  beach  it  was  noticed 
rat  the  outfall  sewer  discharging  on  this  foreshore  had  minor  defects 
lusing  leakage.  Repairs  will  be  carried  out  when  tidal  conditions 
j;rmit.  Investigation  about  gas  liquor  seepage  through  the  Esplanade 
!;a-wall  led  to  the  discovery  that  the  Gas  Works  drain  was  badly 
iioked  near  the  sewer.  When  the  sewer  was  opened  to  make  a new 
,-ain  connection,  it  was  found  that  the  sewer  itself  was  blocked  near 
e Gas  Works  southwards  to  at  least  three-quarters  of  its  height  with 
tarry-looking  mixture  and  othei  waste.  Efforts  to  clear  the  sewer 
ere  not  successful.  Samples  of  the  material  in  the  choked  sewer 
ere  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis  and  his  report  is 
waited. 

In  January,  severe  flooding  occurred  at  the  Esplanade  due  to 
gh  tides  and  storm;  gullies  and  sewers  were  overtaxed  until  the  turn 
' the  tides  when  the  storm  water  quickly  abated.  Work  commenced 
I an  inner  sea-wall  at  the  north  end  of  the  Esplanade  to  reduce  the 
ik  of  water  and  debris  being  carried  over  to  the  main  road.  The 
' t summer  flushed  gullies  and  sewers  regularly  so  that  complaints 
( smells  from  sewer  manholes  were  few,  except  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Us  Works.  Drainage  repairs  were  completed  at  piggery  premises 
Boreland  which  had  caused  flooding  nearby  due  to  subsidence  of 
I;  ground.  The  pumped  drainage  scheme  at  F.avenscraig  Park 

1 ing  sewage  from  the  new  public  conveniences  and  other  buildings 
tjDysart  Road  main  sewer  functioned  without  complaint. 

2 Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

I There  are  no  premises  within  the  Burgh  where  flock  is  manu- 
f'tured  or  stored.  Three  premises  were  registered  where  the  manu- 
fiture  of  new  furniture  and  bedding  involved  the  use  of  filling  materials. 
!|  infringements  were  noted  in  course  of  inspection  nor  was  it  found 
riessary  to  submit  a sample  of  filling  materials  for  analysis. 
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25.  Pet  Animals  Act 

Three  shopkeepers  were  licenced  in  1956  to  deal  in  pets,  mainly 
birds  and  fish.  Trade  was  not  on  a large  scale.  No  infringements 
occurred  or  were  found  on  inspection  and  the  premises  were  clean 
and  the  pets  well  looked  after.  One  man  who  advertised  tortoises 
tor  sale  applied  to  be  licenced  under  the  Act. 

26.  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act  and  Orders 

One  name  was  added  to  the  Council’s  list  of  authoi  ised  sellers  of 
Part  II  poisons  and  one  name  was  withdrawn,  making  a total  of  25 
authorised  sellers  covering  39  separate  premises.  Five  shopkeepers 
sold  poisons  coming  within  the  First  Schedule  to  the  Poison  Rules,  I* 
mainly  tor  horticultural  purposes;  registers  were  found  to  be  in  order.  |j 
Visits  to  premises  to  ensure  proper  labelling  of  containers  and  packages  j 
totalled  24;  no  infringements  occurred.  Two  small  shops  were  found  } 
to  have  Part  II  poisons  on  display  without  being  registered;  this  j 
referred  to  disinfectants  coming  within  the  Rules.  The  sale  of  dis- 1 
infectant  was  discontinued  when  the  infringement  was  brought  to  the  ' 
attention  of  the  shopkeepers  concerned.  Four  test  samples  of  Part  11  ' 
poisons  were  submitted  for  analyses ; three  complied  but  the  sample  i 
of  ammonia  analysed  showed  a deficiency  of  1.67%  w/w  ammonia  I 
below  the  amount  of  10%  w/w  ammonia  stated  on  the  label.  The  firm  I 
concerned  could  give  no  explanation  for  the  deficiency,  unless  the ' 
bottle  had  had  a faulty  stopper.  The  balance  of  stock  was  withdrawn  i ' 
to  the  factory  and  fresh  supplies  issued  which  had  been  checked  to  the  ■ 
required  strength.  I 

27.  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 

Four  informal  samples  of  fertilisers  and  two  informal  samples  of  i 
feeding  stuffs  were  submitted  to  the  Agricultural  Analyst  for  examina- 
tion in  terms  of  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926.  All  the 
samples  conformed  with  the  limits  of  variation  allowed  in  the  Act 
except  one  which  showed  an  excess  in  one  constituent  over  the 
guarantee.  The  seller  was  notified  of  the  result  and  the  need  for 
correction.  One  statutory  statement  given  in  respect  of  a sample  of 
basic  slag  fertiliser  did  not  include  reference  to  the  percentage  of  i 
phosphoric  acid  soluble  in  citric  acid,  although  it  was  included  in  the  i 
invoice  from  the  wholesaler.  This  figure  will  now  be  included  in 
the  statutory  statement  when  the  fertiliser  is  sold  by  retail. 

The  samples  examined  included  meat  and  bone  meal,  super- 
phosphate of  lime,  dried  blood,  basic  slag,  bone  meal  and  layers’  mash. 
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